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North American Energy Standards Board

801 Travis, Suite 1675, Houston, Texas 77002

Phone: (713) 356-0060, Fax: (713) 356-0067, E-mail: naesb@naesb.org


Home Page: www.naesb.org

via posting

TO:
Wholesale Gas Quadrant (WGQ) Business Practices Subcommittee (BPS) and Interested Industry Parties

FROM: 
Elizabeth Mallett, NAESB Deputy Director
RE:
Draft Minutes from September 18, 2018 WGQ BPS Conference Call
DATE:

September 18, 2018
WHOLESALE GAS QUADRANT

Business Practices Subcommittee

Conference Call with Webcasting

Tuesday, September 18, 2018 from 9:30 AM to 11:30 AM Central
FINAL MINUTES
1. Administrative
Mr. McCluskey opened the meeting and welcomed the participants.  Ms. Mallett conducted the introductions and provided the Antitrust and Other Meeting Policies reminder.  Ms. Van Pelt, seconded by Ms. Hogge, moved to adopt the draft agenda as final.  The motion passed without opposition.
The subcommittee reviewed the draft minutes from the August 14, 2018 conference call.  Several edits were made to the participant list and a reference to the CFR was corrected.  Ms. McCain, seconded by Ms. Van Pelt, moved to adopt the draft minutes as final.  The motion passed without opposition.

The August 14, 2018 final meeting minutes may be accessed at the following link: https://naesb.org//pdf4/wgq_bps081418fm.doc.
2. Discussion on Standards Request R17008

Standards Request R17008 was submitted by Aquilon Energy and requests to convert the Invoice datasets – NAESB Standards 3.4.1 and 3.4.4, the Allocation dataset, and the Imbalance datasets to the XML standard for the next available release of the NAESB standards.  The WGQ BPS previously discussed R17008 during the October 19, 2017, January 4, 2018, April 12, 2018, and August 14, 2018 conference calls.  On April 12, 2018, the WGQ BPS unanimously voted to adopt NAESB WGQ Proposed Standard No. 3.3.27.  Additionally, the WGQ BPS voted to send individual instructions to IR/Tech, the WGQ Contracts Subcommittee, and the WGQ EDM Subcommittee.  The WGQ Contracts Subcommittee discussed R17008 during its May 18, 2018 face-to-face meeting and June 13, 2018 conference call.  The WGQ Contracts Subcommittee will hold another conference call to vote on R17008 after the joint IR/Tech Subcommittee conference calls.  During its July 12, 2018 and July 27, 2018 conference calls, the WGQ EDM Subcommittee reviewed the existing EDM standards to accommodate the use of Extensible Markup Language (XML) and Flat File (FF) under R17008.  In the WGQ EDM discussion, it was noted that the WGQ BPS should review R17008 once again for aspects of comparability as it relates to FERC Order No. 587I (FERC Regulation No. 18 CFR 284.12(b)(3)(iv)).  The WGQ EDM will schedule another meeting upon the conclusion of the WGQ BPS and WGQ IR/Tech calls.
The subcommittee determined that the WGQ BPS will continue its standards development efforts once IR/Tech develops the related model.
3. Discussion on Standards Request R18006
Ms. Hogge reviewed Standards Request R18006 submitted by Dominion Energy Transmission, Inc. and Dominion Energy Cove Point LNG, LP.  The WGQ BPS previously discussed R18006 during its June 21, 2018 and August 14, 2018 conference calls.  R18006 asks to add a new data element “Pool Rank” to the NAESB WGQ Standard No. 1.4.4 Confirmations dataset.  As the request explains, the addition of the data element would be beneficial to pool operators because it would allow them to have more control over their assigned pool.  Ms. Hogge stated that, during the August conference call, she took an action item to provide more information regarding the differences in ranking between NAESB WGQ Standard Nos. 1.4.3 – Request for Confirmations/1.4.4 – Confirmation Response and the proposed data element.  She stated that the original request only referred to the Request for Confirmations dataset; however, the proposed new data element could be added to the Confirmation Response dataset.  Ms. Munson stated that the Confirmation datasets have a data element for rank that can be provided by the operator.  Ms. Hogge stated that the existing rank would come from nominations and the sellers, not the pool operators, enter the nomination into the pool.  She explained that the proposed data element would provide the flexibility for the pool operators to indicate what is needed to keep the pool in balance.  
Ms. McCain noted that, in the Request for Confirmations dataset, the usage for the existing data elements “Receipt Rank” and “Delivery Rank” are Mutually Agreeable.  Further, in the Conditions Column of the dataset, it is noted that the data element is provided by the Confirmation Requestor, usually the pipeline.  Ms. Munson stated that the Confirmation Response dataset does not have the note about the Confirmation Requestor.  Ms. McCain explained that it may have been an oversight.  She added that the two data elements have the exact same definition and are Sender’s Option in the Nomination dataset.  Through conversation, it was determined that the pool is a location, independent transactions are ranked within each location, and the confirmation can be at any level of detail.

The subcommittee discussed an alternative to the request – to rename the existing representation of Nomination Rank to reflect that it is a Nomination Rank and to use the existing Confirmation data elements as the field requested in the pool rank.  Ms. Mendoza clarified that the alternative would negate the need for a new data element.  
Ms. Hogge stated that she would provide a response to the alternative proposal during the next conference call. 
4. Other Business

Ms. Munson noted that a request from Williams Companies, Inc., Standards Request R18008, was recently triaged and would be discussed, along with Standards Request R18006, during the next conference call.  She announced that there will be a joint face-to-face meeting between the WGQ BPS, the WGQ Contracts Subcommittee, and the WGQ Electronic Delivery Mechanisms Subcommittee on October 24, 2018 to discuss Standards Request R18007 – Request to develop a standard digital representation of natural gas trade events, consistent with NAESB WGQ Standard No. 6.3.1 – NAESB Base Contract for Sale and Purchase of Natural Gas, in order to capitalize on smart contract and distributed ledger technologies.  The date to RSVP for the meeting is October 3, 2018.
5. Adjourn
Ms. McCain, seconded by Ms. Van Pelt, moved to adjourn the meeting at 10:16 PM Central.  The motion passed without opposition.
6.
Attendees
	Name
	Organization
	Segment

	Valerie Crockett
	Tennessee Valley Authority
	End User

	Kathy Ferreira
	New Jersey Natural Gas
	LDC

	Mark Gracey
	Kinder Morgan Inc.
	Pipeline

	Ronnie Hensley
	Southern Star
	Pipeline

	Micki Hoffee
	Northern Natural Gas
	Pipeline

	Rachel Hogge
	Dominion Energy Transmission Inc.
	Pipeline

	Tom Kraft
	ONEOK
	Pipeline

	Sam Leuschen
	PAA Natural Gas Storage, LLC
	Services

	Nichole Lopez
	Kinder Morgan Inc.
	Pipeline

	Elizabeth Mallett
	North American Energy Standards Board
	N/A

	Marcy McCain
	Enbridge (U.S.) Inc.
	Pipeline

	Willis McCluskey
	Southwest Power Pool
	End User

	Steven McCord
	TransCanada Pipelines Limited
	Pipeline

	Michelle Mendoza
	Piedmont Natural Gas
	LDC

	Richard Moreno
	Energy Transfer Equity
	Pipeline

	Sylvia Munson
	Aquilon
	Services

	Michael Russ
	National Fuel Gas Supply Corp.
	Pipeline

	Keith Sappenfield
	Environmental Resource Management
	Services

	Ben Schoene 
	ConocoPhillips Company
	Producer

	Joe Sterrett
	Tallgrass Operations, LLC
	Pipeline

	Kim Van Pelt
	Boardwalk Pipeline Partners, LP
	Pipeline
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