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via posting
TO:
NAESB Wholesale Gas Quadrant (WGQ) Members and Interested Industry Participants
FROM: 
Jonathan Booe, Executive Vice President & COO, NAESB
RE:
WGQ Annual Plan Subcommittee – October 6, 2026
DATE:

October 7, 2026
Dear Members of the Wholesale Gas Quadrant (WGQ),

A conference call was held on October 6, 2026 at 2:00 PM Central to review the proposed 2027 WGQ Annual Plan and the comments submitted on the plan.  The following notes resulted from the meeting:
	Administration:
	· Ms. Hogge welcomed the participants and reviewed the agenda.  Mr. Booe provided the Antitrust Guidelines and Meeting Policies reminder.  The agenda was adopted by consensus of the participates.

	Review and Discussion of Proposed WGQ 2027 Annual Plan
	· An announcement of the WGQ Annual Plan Subcommittee conference call and a request for comments on the WGQ 2027 Annual Plan was distributed on September 14, 2026.  Comments were submitted by American Gas Association (AGA) and KS Energy Consultant.
· Mr. Booe stated that the 2026 WGQ Annual Plan had been redlined to create the proposed 2027 WGQ Annual Plan and that both sets of comments had been incorporated into the document.  He noted that the status of 2026 WGQ Annual Plan Item 4.b had been updated to "Started."
· Ms. Hogge asked Mr. Sappenfield to review the comments submitted by KS Energy Consultant.  Mr. Sappenfield stated that the comments propose that Item 5, the effort in response to Request No. R26001, be carried over to the 2027 WGQ Annual Plan.  He explained that while the effort was expected to be completed in 2026, key contributors from the Ammonia Energy Association have paused their participation due to current geopolitical and market conditions affecting the ammonia supply chain and the rollout of an ammonia certification process.  He noted that the participants anticipate re-engaging later this year but that the work will likely be completed in 2027.
· Ms. Hogge noted that the comments submitted by AGA recommend the WGQ retain the provisional items on the annual plan.  Mr. Connor confirmed that the intent of the comments is to retain Provisional Item 3 related to gas-electric coordination on the proposed 2027 WGQ Annual Plan.
· Ms. Hogge stated that Items 1 and 2 are recurring items.  She noted that work on Item 2 has not started, as WGQ Version 4.1 was recently published and the Information Requirements and Technical Subcommittees typically do not begin their review until the standards have been approved by FERC.  She also noted that the WGQ Electronic Delivery Mechanism (EDM) Subcommittee will indicate when it is ready to begin the annual review of the cybersecurity and EDM related standards.
· Ms. Hogge asked Mr. Booe for an update on Item 3.  Mr. Booe stated that the third phase of Distributed Ledger Technology (DLT) testing is concluding and that the final report will be submitted this week, completing the project.  He noted that the project team is currently working with cybersecurity subject matter experts to develop standards request to update the cybersecurity requirements of the current WGQ DLT standards. 
· Mr. Sappenfield asked if a cybersecurity addendum for the wholesale gas industry, similar to the one recently developed by the WEQ, should be considered.  Mr. Booe responded that he had considered whether such an effort would be beneficial for all three quadrants.  He explained that the WEQ addendum is intended to supplement procurement contracts used by utilities, and that there may be other contracts in the wholesale gas industry where a similar addendum could be helpful.
· Mr. Sappenfield noted that while the WEQ effort is focused on concerns related to the bulk power system, some of the standards may warrant consideration for natural gas operations under the WGQ Business Practice Standards, potentially in coordination with the WGQ EDM Subcommittee.  Mr. Burden asked whether the DLT recommendations would be specific to the base contract from a cybersecurity standpoint, noting that the contract includes cybersecurity provisions carried over from the WGQ EDM communication standards.  Mr. Sappenfield noted that, to the extent pipelines use vendors for networks and devices, such an addendum could be modified for pipeline use, and suggested that the participants wait until the request is submitted and consider it as part of the WGQ EDM annual review.  
· Mr. Burden moved, seconded by Mr. Sappenfield, to adopt the proposed 2027 WGQ Annual Plan.  Mr. McCord asked whether there was an issue with retaining Item 4.a on the proposed 2027 WGQ Annual Plan with a 2026 completion date.  Mr. Booe explained that the item had been retained to ensure the recommendation addresses both Items 4.a and 4.b, noting that work on Item 4.b is already underway.  Ms. Van Pelt stated that the WGQ Business Practices Subcommittee had discussed the items during its meeting last week and determined that Item 4.a was being accomplished through the work already provided to the Information Requirements and Technical Subcommittees for Item 4.b.  Ms. Hogge suggested marking Item 4.a as completed.  Ms. Van Pelt agreed, noting that Item 4.b will likely also be completed this year.  Mr. Burden and Mr. Sappenfield accepted the revision as a friendly amendment to the motion.
· Ms. Hogge asked if there were any other modifications to the proposed 2027 WGQ Annual Plan.  None were offered.  The motion to adopt the proposed 2027 WGQ Annual Plan as modified during the meeting passed a simple majority vote without opposition.  The proposed plan can be found at the following hyperlink: https://www.naesb.org/pdf4/wgq_aplan100626a1.docx. 
· The proposed 2027 WGQ Annual Plan will be reviewed and subject to vote by the WGQ Executive Committee on October 22, 2025.  

	Adjournment
	· Mr. McCord moved to adjourn and the meeting ended at 2:20 PM Central.
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