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OASIS Subcommittee Conference Call
July 22, 2024 – 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM Central

FINAL MINUTES

1. Welcome
Mr. Quimby welcomed the participants.  Ms. Nagi reviewed the Antitrust and Other Meeting Policies reminder.  Mr. Quimby reviewed the agenda with the participants.  The agenda was modified to include discussion of a proposal for possible modification.  The motion passed a simple majority vote without opposition.  
The participants reviewed the draft minutes from the April 16, 2024 meeting. No modifications were offered. Mr. Schingle moved, seconded by Mr. Henderson, to adopt the draft minutes as final. The motion passed a simple majority vote without opposition. The final minutes for the meetings are available through the following hyperlink: https://www.naesb.org/pdf4/weq_oasis041624fm.doc.
The participants reviewed the draft minutes from the May 14, 2024 meeting. No modifications were offered. Mr. Stander moved, seconded by Mr. Henderson, to adopt the draft minutes as final. The motion passed a simple majority vote without opposition. The final minutes for the meetings are available through the following hyperlink: https://www.naesb.org/pdf4/weq_oasis051424fm.doc.

2. Continue to Discuss Standards Request R24003 - Consider modifications to the WEQ Business Practice Standards to allow a transmission customer within OASIS to request and identify a designated agent for point-to-point transactions
Mr. Quimby asked Mr. Stander to discuss the initial draft language for the subcommittee’s consideration. Mr. Stander provided an overview of the updates to WEQ-001. He explained that the revisions would be similar to those made to accommodate managed encumbrances and require three parties to approve a Transmission Customer’s point-to-point (PTP) Agent Request to the Transmission Provider on OASIS:  the Transmission Provider, the Transmission Customer, and the Agent. Mr. Stander stated that under the proposal, any party could initiate the request. Mr. S. Robinson noted that there are some smaller Transmission Customers that do not have a presence on OASIS and allow the Transmission Provider to take action their behalf. He asked if the proposal would require these Transmission Customer to be registered on OASIS to complete this process. Mr. Schingle reminded the participants that the subcommittee is discussing standards language and not specific provider solutions for implementation.  He explained that any changes to the OASIS Suite of Business Practice Standards, if ratified, will apply to all OASIS nodes and Transmission Providers and will not require registration with any particular software provider. Mr. Stander noted that currently, some Transmission Customers operate without an OASIS presence and their transmission is managed on their behalf by another party. He explained that the proposal is not intended to change how Transmission Providers and Transmission Customers interact in these types of scenarios but rather to enhance these existing relationships by providing additional transparency for these connections.
Mr. Pacella asked if the proposal contemplates any default denial mechanisms for Transmission Providers who have established business practices that do not permit the designation of Agents for PTP transmission service.  Mr. Stander stated that the initial draft did not incorporate an automatic denial optionality but proposed further discussion on the issue. Mr. Steigerwald noted that, as part of the proposal, a Transmission Provider, acting on a Transmission Customer's behalf, has the ability to submit a PTP Agent Request for that customer. He asked if in such scenarios, the Transmission Provider would have to perform separate actions to approve the request as the Transmission Provider and on behalf of the Transmission Customer. Mr. Stander stated that to support greater transparency, it would be advantageous to have separate actions that could be documented on OASIS to identify approvals/denials by the Transmission Customer, by the Agent, and by the Transmission Provider. Mr. Steigerwald noted that there are similar scenarios where the standards require documentation on OASIS for actions that take place outside of the OASIS node, such as resales conducted off OASIS. Mr. Pacella suggested that the participants have further discussion on this issue. He explained that when a Transmission Provider has authority for the Transmission Customer, a legal agreement and coordination are usually handled outside OASIS. Mr. Pacella suggested that confirming this arrangement on OASIS may be unnecessary. Mr. Stander clarified that the proposal would not require three unique parties to take action on the PTP Agent Request. He explained that under the proposal, Transmission Providers who have established relationships that allow the provider to take action on behalf of a Transmission Customer will be able to approve or deny the request on behalf of the Transmission Customer. 
Mr. Stander asked if the standards language should require the Transmission Customer to be approved as an eligible Transmission Customer before being allowed to submit a request to designate an Agent. He suggested that this may be a requirement the participants should consider. Mr. Williams noted that this requirement is not included as part of  the standards addressing Network Integration Transmission Service (NITS) designated agents. He proposed that, for initial discussions, unless there is a substantive reason not to, the PTP standards language should mirror the requirements that are applicable for NITS. He suggested that as part of the standards development effort, the subcommittee should discuss the merits of including the eligible customer requirements for both PTP and NITS. 

Mr. Standers reviewed the proposal for the modifications to WEQ-002. The participants discussed actions a designated Agent should be authorized to take on behalf of the Transmission Customers. Mr. Steigerwald stated that, as written, the proposal contemplates that an Agent, once appointed, can take any action on behalf of its designated Transmission Customer. He asked if there is a need to include language in the standards to clarify this intention or, in the alternative, if the standards should incorporate optionality to allow limitations and restrictions on the types of actions an Agent can take. Mr. Standers stated this type of optionality can be considered but may require more complex implementation considerations. 
Mr. Schingle asked if there were any additional suggestions regarding Agent authority. Mr. Williams explained that on OASIS, requests that have not reached a final state typically have certain fields masked, meaning that the information cannot be viewed without specific permissions. He stated that the WEQ-001 standards applicable to NITS establish a pre-submittal work space and WEQ-001-101.5.2 provides a Designated Agent with the explicit ability to view the pre-submittal state for a NITS request. He asked if the concept of a pre-submittal workspace will be expanded to PTP transactions with Agents provided access. Mr. Stander proposed that the subcommittee discuss in more detail as to if additional language is required to clarify that the pre-submittal space includes PTP requests or if the current language is adequate.
Mr. Stander discussed the proposed updates to WEQ-003 with the participants. Mr. Schingle asked why the work paper proposes the creation of new status types instead of using the existing ones. Mr. Stander stated the existing status types are defined in such a manner that they may be overly inclusive or not adequately describe the status of the request to designate an Agent for PTP service. He explained that for this request type, it will be important for a Transmission Provider’s actions to be clearly differentiated from those of Transmission Customers or Agents. Mr. Stander noted that the existing "received" status may not indicate a status approval on behalf of a second party and that the existing "accepted" status may not convey that there could still be actions that need to be taken on the request by an additional party.
Mr. Schingle stated that the proposal did not appear to include an invalid status. He explained that it may be possible for a party to submit invalid PTP Agent Requests because of bad data, such as an effective stop time before the effective start time, or formatting issues and suggested the participants consider including an invalid status. Mr. Henderson stated that there are some actions on OASIS that will provide an error message prior to submittal if invalid data is used. Mr. Schingle stated that error messages are not a mechanism established by standards, and the availability of this function on an OASIS node is likely dependent on the needs of the Transmission Provider and capabilities of its software provider. Mr. Henderson asked if the decline status could be used instead of marking a designated Agent request invalid. Mr. Schingle responded that invalid and decline statuses have different connotations. He explained that action to decline a request typically means there is a substantive reason for not accepting while action to invalidate a request typically means there is a deficiency of some sort.  He stated a preference to include both types of statuses. 
Mr. Williams asked if including an invalid status would necessitate defining a new set of validations. Mr. Stander stated that, from a technical perspective, including both statuses would not be difficult and would enable Transmission Providers to communicate more effectively why a request was not approved. Mr. Lewter agreed that there is a need for the standards to include an invalid status. He explained that beyond the examples provided by Mr. Schingle, the invalid status could also be used in scenarios where the Agent submits an action on behalf of its Transmission Customer for a point in time that exceeds the termination date of the relationship. Mr. Stander stated that he can include the invalid status as part of a future version of the work paper for subcommittee discussion.
Mr. Schingle suggested that the participants also consider adding Agent Code as a template query variable. He explained that if an Agent is providing services to more than one entity, the Agent may want to be able to query all requests it has submitted on behalf of any of its Transmission Customers. Mr. Stander agreed and stated he would add an Agent Code field to the query template. 
Mr. Williams asked if the withdrawn status is included as part of the proposal. Mr. Standers stated the status is included and intended to accommodate scenarios where the Transmission Customer or Agent wants to withdraw the designated Agent request before it is confirmed.
3. Continue Discussion on 2024 WEQ Annual Plan Item 2.a – Review the WEQ OASIS Business Practice Standards for Needed Modifications Based on Implementation and Operational Experiences Since the Adoption of WEQ Version 003.3
Mr. Quimby asked if participants had identified any issues to discuss.  None were offered.  Mr. Quimby proposed the participants continue to discuss this item within their companies and come back to the next meeting with any discussion items. 

4. Discussion on 2024 WEQ OASIS Calendar

Mr. Quimby reviewed the 2024 WEQ OASIS Calendar.  The participants agreed to change the time of the August 13, 2024 meeting from 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM Central to 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM Central.  
The revised calendar is available at the following link: https://naesb.org/pdf4/weq_oasis072224a1.docx 
5. Prepare for the Next WEQ OASIS Subcommittee Call
Mr. Quimby stated that for a recommendation to be presented to the WEQ Executive Committee for consideration during the October 23, 2024 meeting, the subcommittee would need to vote out the recommendation on the request by the September 17, 2024 meeting. He asked Mr. Stander if a work paper with the draft standards language discussed during the meeting would be available for the subcommittee to review a part of the August 13, 2024 meeting. Mr. Stander stated that he could provide an update on the work paper during the next meeting but would likely need additional time to develop proposed draft standards language for consideration. 
Ms. Trum stated that, if needed, the WEQ OASIS Subcommittee can modify its meeting schedule to allow for sufficient time between meetings for work paper development. Mr. Quimby stated that voting out the recommendation for consideration by the WEQ Executive Committee during its October meeting is likely not a realistic timeline as the subcommittee will probably need more than one meeting to review and discuss the draft standards language. He suggested maintaining the current meeting schedule. There was general agreement. 
6. Other Business
Mr. Quimby overviewed the draft proposal for minor corrections to WEQ-013 submitted by Mr. Wood as a work paper for the meeting. He encouraged the participants to review the modifications and be prepared to discuss as part of the August 13, 2024 meeting. 
7. Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 12:00 PM Central on motion by Mr. Schingle, seconded by Mr. Henderson. 
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