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Coordinate Interchange Scheduling Subcommittee (CISS)
Conference Call
February 6, 2025 from 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM Central
DRAFT MINUTES
1. Welcome 
Mr. Buus welcomed the participants to the meeting, and the participants introduced themselves.  Ms. Trum delivered the NAESB Antitrust and Meeting Policies reminder.  Mr. Buus reviewed the agenda.  Mr. Tritch moved, seconded by Mr. Browning, to adopt the agenda as final.  The motion passed a simple majority vote without opposition. 
The participants reviewed the draft minutes from the August 26, 2024 meeting.  No modifications were offered.  Mr. Browning moved, seconded by Mr. Tritch, to adopt the draft minutes as final.  The motion passed a simple majority vote without opposition.  The final minutes from the meeting are available through the following hyperlink:  https://www.naesb.org/pdf4/weq_ciss082624fm.doc. 
2. Begin Discussion on 2025 WEQ Annual Plan Item 2.b – Consider and develop modifications to the WEQ Business Practice Standards and the NAESB WEQ Electronic Tagging Functional Specification to include a transaction type specially designed to accommodate Bi-directional resources (batteries)
Mr. Buus stated that CAISO had submitted a work paper to begin discussion on the annual plan assignment and asked Mr. Vaa to review.  Mr. Vaa stated that CAISO has seen an increase in the number of bidirectional resources participating within its footprint and proposed consideration of the annual plan item to explore if there is a common industry solution that can be developed to support more efficient management of such resources.  He explained that for such resources, CAISO uses two e-Tags to represent bidirectional resources, one that represents charging or load activities and another to represent discharging or generation activities.  Mr. Vaa stated that a single e-Tag cannot be used to represent both actions because the direction of energy flow for an e-Tag is defined by the physical path and limited to a positive value for the energy profile.  He noted that as more bidirectional resources come online, managing such resources through two e-Tags may become increasingly burdensome, requiring expanded data storage capabilities, increasing the operations workload, and creating a greater risk for user error.
Mr. Vaa stated that one potential solution considered by CAISO is the development of a new e-Tag transaction product type that can support bidirectional resources.  He noted that one solution would be to create an e-Tag product type that can reflect either a positive or negative energy profile to represent the direction of the energy flow and could modeled on the product for pseudo-ties as there are likely similarities between how the transactions would be managed.  Mr. Buus asked what types of issues CAISO is encountering.  Mr. Vaa noted the use of more than one e-Tag for managing bidirectional resources creates an added layer of complexity in making any adjustments.  He stated that while CAISO recently implemented new internal processes that have helped solve some of the immediate issues, the participants may want to discuss if there is a need for or benefit to a consistent, industry-wide approach.
Mr. Arbitelle stated that the majority of bidirectional resources within Southern Company’s footprint are co-located with another generation resource behind the point of interconnection and have the ability to charge directly from the co-located resource or by withdrawing electricity from the grid.  He asked if there has been consideration as to how a new e-Tag product type would accommodate these scenarios.  Mr. Vaa stated that CAISO does have similarly situated resources and typically uses three e-Tags, one for the co-located generation resource and two for the bidirectional resource, one that represents charging/load and a second for discharging/generation.  Mr. Browning noted that MISO will likely not use an e-Tag in the management of bidirectional resources as these resources will be included as part of MISO’s internal generation fleet and not externally tied and suggested that this might be a common approach within the Eastern Interconnection.  
Mr. Browning stated that the new e-Tag transaction product type proposed in the work paper would likely have significant impact on scheduling and other downstream systems, noting that MISO’s scheduling system, and likely others, currently cannot accept a negative energy profile value.  Mr. Buus agreed, stating that, dependent upon the developed solution, a new e-Tag transaction product type could also impact the calculation of ATC/AFC and could require changes to internal processes that touch on areas addressed through tariffs.  Mr. Ashbaker suggested that the participants would also need to consider how or if the new e-Tag transaction product type would impact congestion management processes, including the changes being considered by the Western Interconnection.  Mr. Vaa stated that CAISO proposed the new e-Tag transaction product type as an initial idea for discussion and is open to an alternative solution if there is an identified industry-wide need.
Mr. Buus suggested that, as a first step, the participants develop a more detailed problem statement that expands on the work paper that can be used to determine commonality versus regionality of issues.  He stated that of particular benefit would be more information related to bidirectional resources and issues that involve e-Tag reservations, the tracking of e-Tags, scheduling, and impact to operations.  Mr. Dadourian agreed, stating that information on how a new e-Tag transaction product type could be used would also be helpful.  Mr. Vaa stated that he would work on providing more information in this area.
3. Discuss Future Meetings
Mr. Buus suggested the participants hold their next meeting in April to allow sufficient time for a more detailed work paper to be developed.
4. Other Business

There was no other business discussed.
5. Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 2:12 PM Central on a motion by Mr. Phillips, seconded by Mr. Vaa.
6. Attendance

	First Name
	Last Name
	Organization

	Rob
	Arbitelle
	Southern Company

	Steve
	Ashbaker
	WECC

	Nik
	Browning
	MISO

	Kevin
	Cloud
	Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association 

	Zachary
	Buus
	BPA

	Bhushan
	Dhuri
	PJM

	John
	Dadourian
	Monitoring Analytics

	Tina
	Gary
	Portland General Electric

	Cory
	Herbolsheimer
	NV Energy

	Brian
	Jordan
	SMUD

	Amrit
	Nagi
	NAESB

	Chris
	Pacella
	PJM

	Joshua
	Phillips
	SPP

	Alok
	Pradhan
	OATI

	Rocky
	Ray
	Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association 

	Ron
	Robinson
	TVA

	Ben
	Stander
	OATI

	Adrina
	Tarver
	BPA

	Andy
	Tritch
	Hartigen

	Caroline
	Trum
	NAESB

	Eric
	Vaa
	CAISO

	Mallory
	Waldrip
	ISO-New England

	Cristie
	Weaver
	SPP

	Jeremy
	West
	OATI

	Laura
	Wollan
	OATI
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