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via posting
TO:
NAESB Wholesale Electric Quadrant Members and Interested Industry Participants
FROM: 
Caroline Trum, Director of Wholesale Electric Activities 
RE:
Wholesale Electric Quadrant Annual Plan Subcommittee – October 8, 2024
DATE:

October 8, 2024
Dear Members of the Wholesale Electric Quadrant,

A conference call was held October 8, 2024 at 9:00 AM Central to review the proposed Wholesale Electric Quadrant (WEQ) 2025 Annual Plan and the comments submitted on the plan.  The following notes resulted from the meeting:
	Administration:
	· Mr. Phillips welcomed the participants and reviewed the agenda.  Ms. Trum reviewed the NAESB Antitrust Guidelines and Meeting Policies.  The agenda was adopted on a motion by Mr. Robinson, seconded by Mr. Wood.

	Review all Comments and Draft the Proposed WEQ 2025 Annual Plan
	· An announcement of the WEQ Annual Plan Subcommittee conference call and a request for comments on the WEQ 2025 Annual Plan was distributed on September 4, 2024.  Comments were submitted by Southern Company, American Gas Association (AGA), and California ISO (CAISO). 
· The participants began by reviewing the comments submitted by Southern Company.  Mr. Wood stated that the comments are a markup of the 2024 WEQ Annual Plan.  The participants agreed to delete from the plan all standard development items that had been completed, with the exception of the recurring annual review items assigned to the WEQ Coordinate Interchange Scheduling Subcommittee (CISS) and WEQ Cybersecurity Subcommittee.  For these items, Proposed 2025 WEQ Annual Plan Item 1.a and Proposed 2025 WEQ Annual Plan Items 3.a and 3.b, the participants established a 3rd Q, 2025 completion date.
· Mr. Wood stated that his comments suggest adding an item to the annual plan to address the efforts of the WEQ OASIS Subcommittee to address Standards Request 24003.  He proposed a 1st Q, 2025 completion date for the assignment.
· Mr. Phillips noted that Proposed 2025 WEQ Annual Plan Items 3.c, 3.d, 4.a.i, 4.a.ii, 5.a, 5.b, 5.c, and 5.d are all carryover items from the 2024 WEQ Annual Plan.  The participants agreed to update the completion date to 2025.  Mr. Phillips stated that the status for Proposed 2025 WEQ Annual Plan Item 5.a should be changed to “Not Started.”  Mr. Brooks asked if the efforts of the WEQ and RMQ Business Practices Subcommittee (BPS) to develop the NAESB Base Contract for the Sale and Purchase of Distribution Services from DER Aggregations could be considered activity under this item.  Mr. Phillips responded that the subcommittees drafted the contract directly in response to the request submitted by the U.S. Department of Energy and is separate from Item 5.a.
· Mr. Phillips asked Mr. Agen to review the comments submitted by AGA. Mr. Agen suggested that the WEQ, WGQ, and RMQ include, as part of their 2025 Annual Plans, a joint effort related to gas-electric market coordination, noting that there are a number of industry activities underway which could result in NAESB being requested to consider the development of standards in this area.  Mr. Johnson asked if the item should be included on the provisional plan instead.  Mr. Agen noted that including the item on the 2025 Annual Plans, as opposed to a provisional item, may signal to those outside the organization that this area is on NAESB’s radar.  The participants agreed to include the effort as Item 6.a.
· Mr. Phillips asked Mr. Vaa to review the comments submitted by CAISO.  Mr. Vaa stated that as part of a WEQ CISS meeting held earlier in the year, the participants had discussed the potential need for changes to the electronic tagging (e-Tag) process to accommodate bi-directional resources such as batteries.  He explained that e-Tags represent a single direction flow, meaning that an entity must use two different e-Tags to manage bi-directional resource.  He proposed the consideration of revisions to the WEQ Business Practice Standards and the NAESB e-Tag Functional Specification to include a new transaction type to accommodate bi-directional resources.  The participants added the effort as Item 2.b.
· Mr. Robinson noted that this standards effort may result in the need for additional revisions to other WEQ Business Practice Standards.  Mr. Wood agreed, noting that there may be a need to revise the WEQ OASIS suite of Business Practice Standards to ensure that the reservation process accommodates the new transaction type.  Mr. Phillips suggested that the initial first step may be for the WEQ CISS to determine if there are changes to the e-Tag process, and if so, then determine what other standards may need to be revised.
· Mr. Phillips proposed revisions to Provisional Items 2.a and 2.b to reflect the issuance of FERC Orders.  Mr. Brooks proposed a new provisional item be added to consider if standards are needed in response to any future FERC Order regarding FERC’s Notice of Proposed Rulemaking Supply Chain Risk Management Reliability Standards Revisions in Docket No. RM24-4-000.  This was added as Provisional Item 2.d.
· Mr. Phillips asked if there were any other modifications to the proposed 2025 WEQ Annual Plan that should be considered.  None were offered.
· Mr. Wood moved, seconded by Mr. Robinson, to adopt the proposed 2025 WEQ Annual Plan as discussed during the meeting.  The motion passed a simple majority vote without opposition.  The proposed plan can be found at the following link: https://naesb.org/pdf4/weq_aplan100824a1.docx. 
· The proposed 2025 WEQ Annual Plan will be reviewed and subject to vote by the WEQ Executive Committee on October 25, 2024.  The final proposed plan will be presented to the Board of Directors for consideration during its meeting on December 12, 2024.

	Adjournment
	· The meeting adjourned by consensus at 9:46 AM Central on a motion by Mr. Wood. 
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	Alan Johnson
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	Hoosier Energy REC
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