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North American Energy Standards Board

1415 Louisiana, Suite 3460, Houston, Texas 77002

Phone:  (713) 356-0060, Fax:  (713) 356-0067, E-mail: naesb@naesb.org


Home Page: www.naesb.org

via posting
TO:
NAESB Wholesale Electric Quadrant Members and Interested Industry Participants
FROM: 
Jonathan Booe, Executive Vice President & COO, NAESB 
RE:
Wholesale Electric Quadrant Annual Plan Subcommittee – October 6, 2026
DATE:

October 7, 2026
Dear Members of the Wholesale Electric Quadrant,

A conference call was held October 6, 2026 at 1:00 PM Central to review the proposed Wholesale Electric Quadrant (WEQ) 2027 Annual Plan and the comments submitted on the plan.  The following notes resulted from the meeting:
	Administration:
	· Mr. Phillips welcomed the participants and reviewed the agenda.  Mr. Booe reviewed the NAESB Antitrust Guidelines and Meeting Policies.  The agenda was adopted on a motion by Mr. Brooks, seconded by Mr. Connor.

	Review all Comments and Draft the Proposed WEQ 2027 Annual Plan
	· An announcement of the WEQ Annual Plan Subcommittee conference call and a request for comments on the WEQ 2026 Annual Plan was distributed on September 14, 2026.  One set of comments were submitted by American Gas Association (AGA).
· Mr. Booe stated that the proposed 2027 WEQ Annual Plan posted for the meeting updates the 2026 WEQ Annual Plan to remove items completed this year and to carry over ongoing items, and that the redline changes had been retained to show the items removed.  He noted that the comments submitted by AGA recommend that the WEQ, WGQ, and RMQ continue to include an item related to gas-electric coordination on their provisional annual plans, and that the item had been carried over.
· Mr. Phillips reviewed the proposed 2027 WEQ Annual Plan.  He noted that Item 1.a, the recurring annual review of the NAESB e-Tag Functional Specification, would be carried over, and that 2026 WEQ Annual Plan Item 1.b had been completed by the WEQ Business Practices Subcommittee (BPS) and the WEQ Cybersecurity Subcommittee and was struck from the plan.  He also noted that the effort to address rounding methodologies for integrated hourly value calculations had been completed this year and was struck from the plan.
· Mr. Phillips stated that the item assigned to the WEQ OASIS Subcommittee would be carried over.  He explained that WEQ Version 004.1 is planned to be submitted in December 2026 and that the subcommittee will continue its review of the WEQ OASIS Business Practice Standards as the version is implemented.  He also noted that the annual review of the WEQ cybersecurity-related standards, including any changes to the certification and certificate processes, would be carried over.  
· Mr. Booe explained that the item to consider the development of a contract for power transactions utilizing distributed ledger technology has been on the annual plan for a number of years and proposed that it be moved to the provisional annual plan.  He stated that should the distributed ledger technology test being conducted with TVA be completed and the wholesale electric industry wish to pursue a similar approach, the item could be moved back to active status.
· Mr. Booe stated that the WEQ BPS is expected to complete its work on the distributed energy resource (DER) registry item by the end of the year, as the subcommittee anticipates issuing a recommendation for no action in the coming months, and that the item had was not carried over.  He noted that the BPS had previously discussed working next on the provisional annual plan item concerning DER management systems (DERMS) and that they were moved to an active status in the proposed 2027 plan.  Mr. Phillips supported the change and noted that it may be beneficial to use the momentum from the registry work to dispose of the item.  
· Mr. Booe reviewed the changes to the provisional items, noting the gas electric coordination had been retained, and that other changes were to remove out date items.
· Mr. Brooks asked if it would be appropriate to add an item to consider any implications for the wholesale electric market resulting from the Wholesale Gas Quadrant (WGQ) in response to Request R26007 as they related to gas and electric market coordination.  He stated that the item could serve as a placeholder in the event that standards in the area would be helpful.  Mr. Burden stated that the does not anticipate anything decided by the WGQ having an impact on the WEQ, and noted that the goal of the subcommittee is to be minimally disruptive to current access to pipeline data for the ISO/RTOs and others in the electric industry.  
· Mr. Phillips asked whether including the item on the provisional plan would streamline the process should a standards request be submitted.  Mr. Booe responded that the Board of Directors could move a provisional item to active status or, if a standards request were submitted, it would be moved to active status at that time, so the provisional plan does not necessarily streamline the process.  He explained that provisional items are often used to outline potential future activities.  
· Mr. Phillips stated that including the item would avoid the risk of overlooking a needed effort and noted that the WEQ Executive Committee will be able to consider the item further.  

· Mr. Brooks moved, seconded by Mr. Johnson, to adopt the proposed 2027 WEQ Annual Plan as discussed during the meeting.  The motion passed a simple majority vote without opposition.  The proposed plan can be found at the following link: https://www.naesb.org/pdf4/weq_aplan100626a1.docx. 
· The proposed 2027 WEQ Annual Plan will be reviewed and voted on by the WEQ Executive Committee on October 21, 2026.  

	Adjournment
	· The meeting adjourned by consensus at 1:28 PM Central by consensus.
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