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RE:	WGQ Contracts Activities 
On November 24, 2025, the NAESB Base Contract for Sale and Purchase of Hydrogen (Hydrogen Base Contract), the Canadian Addendum to support cross-border transactions, and an accompanying Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document were ratified by membership and became available for industry use.  The NAESB Hydrogen Base Contract, together with the Canadian Addendum, establishes standardized terms and conditions that can serve as a baseline for parties entering into contract negotiations and help streamline hydrogen transactions across North America.
A total of 122 individuals, representing 93 distinct companies, participated in drafting the NAESB Hydrogen Base Contract, leveraging terms and conditions from the NAESB Base Contract for Sale and Purchase of Natural Gas, the Certified Gas Addendum, and the Master Agreement for Purchase, Sale or Exchange of Liquid Hydrocarbons. The NAESB Hydrogen Base Contract incorporates provisions tailored to the unique characteristic of hydrogen transactions, and includes optionality for bundled and unbundled transactions with energy attribute certificates that can be used to facilitate book and claim or trace and claim programs similar to those used in the renewable energy certificate market.  The standardized contract also includes provisions related to the identification of carbon intensity values, with the protocols selected to calculate these values supporting transactions that do not fit within traditional hydrogen “color wheel” categories.
In 2026, the Wholesale Gas Quadrant (WGQ) Contracting Subcommittee may continue with work supporting industry use of the newly ratified hydrogen contract. The proposed 2026 WGQ Annual Plan includes a provisional activity to develop electronic datasets and other technical implementation details to help facilitate industry use of the NAESB Base Contract for the Sale and Purchase of Hydrogen.
The WGQ Contracting Subcommittee most recently met on October 10, 2025, to continue reviewing Standards Request R250004. The request proposed modifying Section 2.25: Spot Price Publications of the NAESB Base Contract for Sale and Purchase of Natural Gas and the Canadian Addendum to the Base Contract for Sale and Purchase of Natural Gas to include General Index as price indices. Following discussions during the meeting, the requester withdrew the request.
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