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On December 2, 2025, WEQ membership ratified the WEQ Western Interconnection Loading Relief (WLR) Business Practice Standards, supportive of a new comprehensive, flow-based congestion management approach for the West.  The WLR process is designed to be used across the interconnection to model, calculate, and manage constraints in real-time at the point of congestion.  The new WEQ Business Practice Standards provide the framework for the process by establishing the standardized methodology to assign the priority for curtailment and relief obligations to transactions that materially impact an area of constraint on the bulk electric grid.  The standards also include requirements to help ensure transparency, equity, and consistency in industry implementation.  The ratified standards will be included in the next version of the WEQ Business Practice Standards.
As discussed by participants, the WLR Process, is anticipated to increase visibility of sources contributing to areas of constraint, including those that cause loop flows, and the expanded curtailment functionality may improve upon a reliability coordinator’s capabilities to resolve congestion.  The process is intended to be used alongside existing congestion management practices, including the NERC Reliability Standards that support the Western Interconnection Unscheduled Flow Mitigation Plan and other local procedures documented in individual tariffs and business practices.  NAESB coordinated with NERC and the Western Electricity Coordinating Council (WECC), throughout standards development, with WECC staff regularly participating in the subcommittee meetings.  NAESB initiated the standards development work in January to address Standards Request R24005, submitted jointly by Southwest Power Pool and RC West/CAISO.  As described by the requesters, the request was the culmination of a multi-year, industry-initiated effort to identify mechanisms that could address limitations of existing congestion management practices and support broader coordination among neighboring entities to resolve areas of constraint.  
Additionally, the WEQ BPS and RMQ BPS continue to hold joint meetings to consider the development of standards to help facilitate industry use of registries to share DER and aggregation data.  Currently, the participants are developing use cases to help guide the scope and direction for standards development.  These use cases are focused on four areas of potential industry priority identified through meeting discussions and participant feedback: owner DER asset registration, aggregation creation and registration, and the capability and reliability reviews performed at the distribution and wholesale levels.  The use cases will identify the DER and aggregation data to support these processes and include descriptions of the possible entity roles and responsibilities within a registry.
Since kicking-off the effort in April, the WEQ BPS and RMQ BPS participants noted a number of market and operational processes reliant upon the availability and accuracy of DER information, including coordination activities and regulatory reporting.  Participants also explored ways a registry could assist market participant coordination efforts or improve upon data accessibility, including NERC white papers related to best practices for collaborative DER information sharing.  Specifically, the NERC Reducing DER Variability and Uncertainty Impacts on the Bulk Power System recommended use of a registry as a system record that could be act as a single point of truth to validate DER data.  Per the white paper, a registry could create greater data consistency, as well as help facilitate industry implementation of FERC Order No. 2222 and use of DERs to provide grid services.  The subcommittees plan to hold their next meeting on December 8, 2025 and have scheduled an additional meeting for December 18, 2025 to continue work on the use cases and discuss the path forward for standards development. 
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