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TO:	All Interested Parties
FROM:		Caroline Trum, Director of Wholesale Electric Activities  
RE:	WEQ NERC Coordination 
NAESB and NERC engage in continuous coordination to support consistency for the wholesale electric industry regarding business practices and reliability requirements in areas with overlapping commercial and reliability considerations.  Supporting coordination activities between NAESB and NERC is the WEQ Standards Review Subcommittee (SRS).  The subcommittee holds regular meetings to monitor NERC Reliability Standard development projects and identify any potential opportunities for coordination between the organizations.  Currently, participants are monitoring NERC efforts supporting DERs, cybersecurity, and computational loads, among others.
The WEQ SRS most recently met on June 3, 2026.  During this meeting, the participants discussed several NERC projects.  These included efforts related to the NERC Critical Infrastructure Protection (CIP) Reliability Standards, which are also being followed by the WEQ Cybersecurity Subcommittee to evaluate any impact to the NAESB Public Key Infrastructure framework or other cybersecurity requirements.  Currently, the WEQ Cybersecurity Subcommittee is considering the development of business practices that could support industry implementation of FERC Order No. 912 Supply Chain Risk Management Reliability Standards Revisions and related NERC Reliability Standards. 
Additionally, the WEQ SRS reviewed three NERC projects related to the development of requirements for inverter-based resources and DERs.  Subcommittee participants are monitoring progress on several of these efforts as potential areas of coordination, including those to support FERC Order No. 901 Reliability Standards to Address Inverter-Based Resources.  This is an active area of coordination, with NAESB wholesale and retail electric participants considering the development of standards to support the integration and data interoperability of DER registries and other industry data tools.  It has been noted that NAESB Business Practice Standards in this area could be leveraged by industry to support the implementation of new mandatory NERC Reliability Standards related to the incorporation of DER data in transmission system planning and modeling.
As discussed during the last meeting, the WEQ SRS is planning to review the draft NERC Reliability Standards Development Plan once made available.  This is a yearly effort the subcommittee undertakes as part of its efforts to support coordination.  As done in the past, the participants will evaluate the identified projects to determine areas where complementary business practices and reliability requirements may be beneficial for industry.  Any feedback will be provided to the NAESB Managing Committee for consideration of comments.
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