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TO:	NAESB Board Strategic Plan Task Force Members and Interested Industry Parties
FROM:	Regina Jang, Staff Attorney
RE:	Meeting Notes from the NAESB Board Strategy Committee Conference Call – January 30, 2026
DATE:	February 25, 2026
Dear Board Strategy Committee Members,
A Board Strategy Committee conference call was held on Friday, January 30, 2026.  The meeting was called to order at 11:01 AM Central.  Mr. Desselle presided over the meeting.  The notes and attachments below serve as a record for the meeting.
	Notes from January 30, 2026 NAESB Board Strategy Committee Conference Call

	Administrative
	Mr. Desselle opened the meeting and welcomed the participants.  He reminded the participants that the NAESB Antitrust and Other Meeting Policies were in effect.  Mr. Desselle reviewed the draft agenda and the meeting notes from the December 4, 2025 conference call with the participants. Mr. Schoene moved to adopt the agenda and previous meeting notes. Mr. Burks seconded the motion, and the motion passed without opposition. 

	[bookmark: _Hlk204343581]Review Comments Submitted in Response to Michael Desselle’s December 12, 2025 Correspondence 
	Mr. Desselle gave an overview of entities that submitted comments in response to his December 12, 2025 Correspondence to the NAESB Board and Advisory Council, including PCI Energy Solutions, ConocoPhillips, Board WGQ Pipeline Members, BP, Chevron, ExxonMobil, American Gas Association (AGA), and Cheniere. He asked whether any participants would like to add to the written comments on behalf of their organizations.
Mr. Kelly, PCI Energy, stated that in addition to technical work, a framework similar to how NERC defines the roles of different parties would be helpful.
Mr. Schoene, ConocoPhillips, state that there is insufficient market participation related to GHG to warrant standards development by NAESB and that other venues or entities may be better positioned to advance GHG related efforts. With respect to gas-electric coordination, he noted that other venues, such as ISOs/RTOs or FERC, are better positioned to define the next phase of gas-electric coordination efforts. Ms. McKeever asked why ISOs/RTOs would be more appropriate venues. Mr. Schoene answered that the Natural Petroleum Council (NPC) study highlighted marketplace changes that could be achieved through changes in price signals, compensation mechanisms, and accountability within ISOs/RTOs, and that a more regional approach was supported.  Ms. McKeever asked if a high-level, baseline standard that would not interfere with ISOs/RTOs activities in response to the NPC recommendation could provide value. Mr. Schoene stated that if a need for standardization is identified through the NAESB triage process and there is sufficient support across the NAESB membership, NAESB could engage in developing such standards.  Related to the GHG recommendation, Ms. McKeever asked what would constitute sufficient market participation to initiate an effort at NAESB.  She noted that NAESB has a broad pool of market participants and is open to all interested parties. Mr. Schoene stated that there appears to be limited GHG related activities by NAESB member companies, noting that entities actively engaged in GHG reduction efforts were absent from those who submitted comments. He stated that undertaking work in this area would require significant effort to engage other stakeholders who are actively developing GHG related standards and market frameworks.
Mr. McCord, on behalf of the NAESB Board WGQ Pipeline Members, stated that it does not seem like the right time for NAESB to develop GHG standards. He noted a lack of clarity in measurement verification protocols, uncertain market demands, and the risk of duplicative or conflicting efforts with ongoing initiatives, including international efforts. He suggested that receiving an industry member supported standards request would be a more appropriate approach for NAESB to initiate a standards development effort.
Mr. Russo, representing the comments submitted by ExxonMobil, BP Energy, and Chevron Natural Gas, stated that the member companies do not support moving forward with a GHG standards development effort at this time. He noted that the companies believe such standard is currently outside the scope of NAESB’s charter, as the NPC request extends into the regulation of an energy byproduct with global implications. He stated existing NAESB frameworks, such as the Certified Natural Gas Addendum, already address specific GHG intensity needs.  Mr. Booe clarified that it is the role of the Board of Directors to determine whether a topic is within NAESB’s scope and that the recommendation from the NPC was brought forward as a result of industry and member feedback that it be considered. Mr. Russo asked whether a formal determination regarding scope would be needed and how such determination would be made.  Ms. McQuade responded that the Board of Directors could vote, if necessary, to determine if the NPC recommendation falls under the organization’s scope.  Mr. Desselle stated that he would like to receive feedback on the both items from the Advisory Council prior to making a recommendation on pursuing action or delaying action for the Board of Directors to consider, and that voting against the addition of an annual plan item could be for many reasons, including its scope. 
Mr. Agen, AGA, stated that there does not appear o be a need for NAESB to take specific action to address GHG emissions reductions at this time. He explained that AGA’s focus is on supporting existing NAESB work and utilizing it as a foundation to enable market development, as well as ongoing efforts to educate regulators and stakeholders. With respect to the request of Commissioner Chang related to gas-electric market coordination, he noted that it does not cite immediate action by NAESB and that, if any future action is to be pursued, it should follow the standard NAESB process.
Mr. George from Cheniere Energy noted that technical standards for monitoring, reporting, and verification for GHG emissions are in different stages of development by technical experts and that it was not the right time for NAESB to undertake any technical GHG standards; however,  while NAESB should not develop technical standards, it could respond to the recommendation in the NPC study by building a voluntary registry or depository framework to support the market, regardless of which technical standards are adopted.  He stated that Cheniere would support that effort within NAESB.  
Mr. Desselle stated that the concept of a registry is consistent with the comments made by Mr. Kelly on behalf of PCI Energy regarding clarifying the roles and responsibilities for specific functions of entities and NAESB’s broader strategic direction towards such tools. He asked whether the participants had any questions.  Mr. Kelly noted several participants had referenced international standards and entities undertaking parallel efforts and asked for details. Mr. Desselle referenced ongoing efforts within the European Union. Mr. George stated that OGMP is one entity and described the different standards in place, including MiQ standards. He noted that Europe is developing standards through the ISO process, with participation from many operators. Ms. Tomalty stated that the EU methane rule is currently the main focus but noted compliance obligations remain unclear as implementation expectations are still being developed. She stated that it is premature for NAESB to proceed with standards development until the policy is better defined. Mr. Russo agreed, noting that policy within the United States remain uncertain and cautioned against undertaking an effort that could require changes every few years.
Mr. Desselle reviewed the comments submitted in response to the FERC NOPR and asked whether any participants wished to add to the comments on behalf of their organizations.  Mr. Booe noted that some representatives from the organizations that submitted comments were not present.  Mr. McCord stated the comments submitted by the Interstate Natural Gas Association of America were submitted to encourage avoidance of the implementation of the standards during the winter. He also noted that using “on or before” terminology related to implementation was recommended to allow early implementation.   Mr. Desselle stated that comments submitted by Mr. Pool, NERC, ISO/RTO Council, and the Utility Coalition were informative and self-explanatory and asked if any representatives would like to add or express support. No additional comments were offered.

	Review NAESB Advisory Council Meeting Agenda
	Mr. Desselle referred participants to the agenda included in the background material. He stated that the Advisory Council will provide additional input on the two items during its meeting on February 7, 2026, and the recommendations made by the Advisory Council will be reviewed by the Board.

	Next Steps 
	Mr. Desselle stated that the Board Strategy Committee will hold another meeting following the Advisory Council meeting to review the compiled feedback, determine NAESB’s response, and draft comments to the NPC. He noted that Commissioner Chang has been informed that NAESB began soliciting feedback and would soon provide a subsequent response. 

	Other Business and Action Items
	· No additional action items or other business was discussed. 

	Adjourn
	The Board Strategy Committee adjourned at 1:51 PM Central on a motion by Ms. McKeever. The motion passed without opposition.

	Work Papers Provided for the Meeting:
	· Agenda Item 1: Antitrust Guidance:  
http://www.naesb.org/misc/antitrust_guidance.doc (antitrust), https://naesb.org/pdf4/board_strategic_plan_taskforce_members.pdf (roster), http://www.naesb.org/pdf4/bd_strategy_013026a.docx (agenda), https://www.naesb.org/pdf4/bd_strategy_120425mn.docx (notes)
· Agenda Item 2:  Comments Submitted in Response to Michael Desselle’s December 12, 2025 Correspondence to the NAESB Board and Advisory Council:
· https://www.naesb.org/pdf4/bd_strategy_121225_pci.docx (Comments Submitted by PCI Energy Solutions);
· https://www.naesb.org/pdf4/bd_strategy_121225_ConocoPhillips.pdf (Comments Submitted by ConocoPhillips);
· https://www.naesb.org/pdf4/bd_strategy_121225_wgq_pipelines.pdf (Comments Submitted by Board WGQ Pipeline Members) 
· https://www.naesb.org/pdf4/bd_strategy_121225_BP_Chevron_ExxonMobil.docx (Comments Submitted by BP, Chevron, and ExxonMobil)
· (https://www.naesb.org/pdf4/bd_strategy_121225_AGA.pdf (Comments Submitted by AGA)
· https://www.naesb.org/pdf4/bd_strategy_121225_Cheniere.pdf (Comments Submitted by Cheniere)
Comments Submitted in Response to the FERC NOPR on the NAESB Gas Electric Coordination Standards:
· https://www.naesb.org/pdf4/RM96-1-044_comments_AGA.pdf (Comments Submitted by AGA)
· https://www.naesb.org/pdf4/RM96-1-044_comments_APGA.pdf (Comments Submitted by APGA)
· https://www.naesb.org/pdf4/RM96-1-044_comments_CPAC_Foundation_Center_Regulatory_Freedom.pdf (Comments Submitted by CPAC Foundation Center for Regulatory Freedom)
· https://www.naesb.org/pdf4/RM96-1-044_comments_INGAA.pdf (Comments Submitted by INGAA)
· https://www.naesb.org/pdf4/RM96-1-044_comments_JamesHunterPoole.pdf (Comments Submitted by James Hunter Poole)
· https://www.naesb.org/pdf4/RM96-1-044_comments_NERC.pdf (Comments Submitted by NERC)
· https://www.naesb.org/pdf4/RM96-1-044_comments_ISO_RTO_Council.pdf (Comments Submitted by the ISO/RTO Council)
· https://www.naesb.org/pdf4/RM96-1-044_comments_Utility_Coalition.pdf (Comments Submitted by the Utility Coalition)
· Agenda Item 3:  NAESB Advisory Council Meeting Announcement: https://naesb.org/pdf4/advisory020726announcement.docx  
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	Organization 
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	J. Cade Burks
	Big Data Energy Services
	Present

	Michael Desselle (Chairman)
	Southwest Power Pool
	Present

	Debbie McKeever
	Oncor Electric Delivery Company LLC
	Present

	Timothy Alan Simon
	TAS Strategies
	Present

	Paul Smith
	Tennessee Valley Authority
	

	Terence (Terry) Thorn
	KEMA Gas Consulting
	Present

	Sue Tierney
	Analysis Group, Inc.
	

	OTHER ATTENDEES

	Name
	Organization 

	Matt Agen
	American Gas Association (AGA)

	Jonathan Booe
	NAESB

	Rebecca Fredrickson
	Bonneville Power Administration

	Fiji George
	Cheniere Energy

	Chris Hickman
	Collaborative Utility Solutions

	Regina Jang
	NAESB

	Bryan Kelly
	PCI Energy Solutions

	Annabelle Lee
	Nevermore Security

	Steven McCord
	TC Energy Corporation

	Rae McQuade
	NAESB

	Joshua Phillips
	Southwest Power Pool

	Chris Russo
	ExxonMobil

	Keith Sappenfield
	KS Energy Consultant

	Ben Schoene
	ConocoPhillips

	Leigh Spangler
	Harbor Partners

	Sarah Tomalty
	BP Energy

	Caroline Trum
	NAESB
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