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May 22, 2026
FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION ACTION ON GAS-ELECTRIC COORDINATION STANDARDS
Dear NAESB and Advisory Council Members,
During yesterday’s open session, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC or Commission) voted to adopt FERC Order No. 587-AB, Standards for Business Practices of Interstate Natural Gas Pipelines, in Docket No. RM96-1-044 (Order).[footnoteRef:2] The Order modifies FERC regulations to incorporate by reference revisions to three sets of the NAESB WGQ Version 4.0 Business Practice Standards developed to enhance coordination between the gas and electric markets.  Pursuant to the Order, interstate natural gas pipelines are required to submit compliance filings by September 1, 2026, with the tariff records to become effective on January 1, 2027; however, the Commission stated that interstate natural gas pipelines can voluntarily implement these NAESB standards at an earlier date.  [2:  FERC Order No. 587-AB, Standards for Business Practices of Interstate Natural Gas Pipelines, was issued on May 22, 2026 in Docket No. RM96-1-044. The Order can be accessed through the following hyperlink: https://www.naesb.org/pdf4/ferc052226_final_rule_order587AB_RM96-1-044.docx ] 

In the Order, the Commission stated that the adoption of “the revised [WGQ Version 4.0] will streamline the process for accessing publicly available gas-electric coordination data during extreme cold weather or emergency events and improve communication among natural gas and electricity market participants to enhance situational awareness during extreme cold weather events.”  It also noted that this coordination “is essential to maintaining reliability for both the natural gas pipeline network system and the bulk electric system,” and that “the Commission will continue to consider standards for gas-electric coordination approved by NAESB through its consensus-based process as NAESB and other stakeholders continue their dialogue on gas-electric coordination.”
On behalf of the organization, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to all NAESB members who dedicated their time and expertise to this major industry effort, and to non-members who contributed their perspectives and support. This organization has been working in this area since it transitioned from the Gas Industry Standards Board to NAESB, and we will continue to make incremental improvements through standards development when opportunities arise to enhance cross-market coordination.  Your support and dedication to finding consensus on these types of standards over the last twenty-five years has been instrumental in making this organization what it is today, and we are extremely grateful for your commitment to addressing this important topic.
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Michael Desselle, Chairman and CEO, North American Energy Standards Board
cc:		Mr. Paul Smith, Vice Chairman, North American Energy Standards Board
Ms. Rae McQuade, President, North American Energy Standards Board
		Mr. William P. Boswell, General Counsel, North American Energy Standards Board
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