Policy 5 — Emergency Operations

Emergency Operations Business Standard – Version 0, Draft 1


Business Standard 
Emergency Operations

Version 0 – Draft 1
Introduction

NERC maintains Standards pertaining to the operation of the BULK ELECTRIC SYSTEM under emergency conditions. These NERC Standards define the reliability considerations for the issuance of ENERGY EMERGENCY ALERTS. The purpose of this NAESB Business Practice Standard is to cover the commercial aspects of the operation of the BULK ELECTRIC SYSTEM under such emergency conditions once initiated as per the NERC applicable Standards.
Requirements

1. Anticipating capacity or energy emergency.
A Balancing Authority anticipating an operating capacity or energy emergency shall perform all actions necessary to mitigate the anticipated emergency including bringing on all available generation, postponing equipment maintenance, scheduling interchange purchases in advance, and being prepared to reduce firm load.

2. Returning ACE to Acceptable Levels.
A BALANCING AUTHORITY shall utilize the following actions to the fullest extent practicable to return ACE to acceptable levels during an energy emergency:
· Load all available generating capacity

· Utilize all operating reserve

· Interrupt all interruptible load and interruptible exports

· Utilize all emergency assistance from other BALANCING AUTHORITIES

3. Failure to Return ACE to Acceptable Levels.
A deficient BALANCING AUTHORITY that has failed to return its ACE to acceptable levels after having used all Requirement 2 actions to the fullest extent practicable shall initiate the following actions after a 15 minute period:

· Manually shed firm load without delay to return its ACE to zero.
· Declare an Emergency Energy ALERT in accordance with NERC applicable Standards.
4. Elevating Transmission Service Priority within the Eastern Interconnection.
A Transmission Provider shall elevate the transmission service priority of an Interchange Transaction from Priority 6 (Network Integration Transmission Service from Non-designated Resources) to Priority 7 (Network Integration Transmission Service from designated Network Resources) only if the following conditions are satisfied:

· Such a process is permitted in its transmission tariff
· The LOAD-SERVING ENTITY served by the BALANCING AUTHORITY or TRANSMISSION PROVIDER has requested its RELIABILITY AUTHORITY to initiate an ENERGY EMERGENCY ALERT

5. Initiating an ENERGY EMERGENCY ALERT.
5.1
ENERGY EMERGENCY ALERTS shall be initiated only by a Reliability Authority for the following reasons only:
· upon the Reliability AuthoritY’S own request 
· upon the request of a Balancing Authority 
· upon the request of a Load Serving Entity
5.2
LOAD SERVING ENTITIES shall be allowed to request an ENERGY EMERGENCY ALERT for the following reasons only:
· The LOAD SERVING ENTITY is, or expects to be, unable to provide its customers' energy requirements, and has been unsuccessful in locating other systems with available resources from which to purchase

· The LOAD SERVING ENTITY cannot schedule its resources due to, for example, ATC limitations or Transmission Loading Relief limitations
5.3 RELIABILITY AUTHORITIES , BALANCING AUTHORITIES and/or LOAD SERVING ENTITIES shall not request ENERGY EMERGENCY ALERTS based upon cost.
6. Posting of ENERGY EMERGENCY ALERTS.
The RELIABILITY AUTHORITY shall post on the NERC web site the initiation of the ENERGY EMERGENCY ALERT and the expected total transmission service capacity in MW that will be subject to the Transmission Service Priority Elevation. The following steps shall be followed by the RELIABILITY AUTHORITY for posting:
6.1
Upon an ENERGY EMERGENCY ALERT Level 1 (EEA1), the RELIABILITY AUTHORITY shall post the forecasted Transmission Service change from Priority 6 to Priority 7

6.2
Upon an ENERGY EMERGENCY ALERT Level 2 (EEA2), the RELIABILITY AUTHORITY shall post an announcement of the Transmission Service change from Priority 6 to Priority 7






































































































