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RXQ.0.2.85
‘Trading Partner Worksheet or ‘TPW’ is used to communicate important technical information related to the technical implementation of the Internet ET.  The TPW and the Trading Partner Agreement (TPA) constitute the entire understanding between the trading partners regarding EDI.‘
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C. Trading Partner Agreement

Importance of the Trading Partner Agreement When Using Internet ET and WGQ QEDM


The Trading Partner Agreement (TPA) specifies what functions each party should perform in electronic transactions.   Additionally, the Trading Partner Worksheet (TPW) outlines basic connectivity information between trading partners.  The TPA and TPW constitute the entire understanding between trading partners regarding EDI.  The specifications in the TPA should be tested before reliance on the production implementation for business transactions.
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ISA Outer Envelope

The ISA segment marks the beginning of an X.12 document.  It can be equated to an envelope that a paper document would come in via the mail.  The envelope may contain one or more ‘inner envelope’ functional groups (defined by the GS segment) and one or more transaction sets.

RXQ.5.3.3.3
The ISA is the interchange control segment to be used on all NAESB ANSI ASC X.12 model business practices.

The ISA segment identifies the sender and receiver of the document.  The Interchange Sender ID/Interchange Receiver ID is published by both the sender and receiver for other parties to use as the sender/receiver ID to route data to them.  The Sender must always code the Sender’s ID in the sender element and the designated Receiver’s ID in the Receiver ID.  

This sender and receiver information is specified in the Trading Partner Worksheet (TPW) or  Trading Partner Agreement.

There are additional elements in the ISA segment.  These elements are traditionally assigned by the sending party’s translator.  These elements inform the receiver of the date/time that the envelope was generated, the X.12 version number being utilized, whether the transmission is for test or production purposes, and what characters were used to designate the end of a sub element, element or segment.  

The ISA also defines characters for the sub element (ISA position 105), element (ISA position 4), and segment delimiters (ISA position 106).  These delimiting characters must never appear in the data.  The ISA is the only fixed-length X.12 segment as it uses specific positions in the segment to identify the delimiter characters.  The TPW provides a section for parties to define their default delimiters.  However, receiving parties should always check the above ISA positions for EDI/EDM delimiters.

An outer envelope always begins with an ISA segment and ends with an IEA segment.
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APPENDICES

A – Reference Guide

B – Frequently Asked Questions


D – RXQEDM / Internet ET 2.0 Cross-Reference
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APPENDIX C – RXQEDM / INTERNET ET 2.0 CROSS-REFERENCE
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	RXQ.0.2.43
	’Trading Partner Agreement’, or ‘TPA’ is a legal agreement between trading parties.  The TPA often dictates service level agreements and problem remediation processes.  
	4.2.26
	DOES NOT EXIST
	RXQ.0.2.63
	‘Trading Partner Agreement’, or ‘TPA’ is a legal agreement between trading parties.  The TPA often dictates service level agreements and problem remediation processes.  





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































