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TO:
NAESB WEQ Standards Review Subcommittee (SRS) Participants and Interested Parties

FROM: 
Deonne Cunningham, Staff Attorney
RE:
WEQ Standards Review Subcommittee (SRS) Conference Call Meeting Final Minutes – December 3, 2008

DATE:

January 9, 2009
NORTH AMERICAN ENERGY STANDARDS BOARD

STANDARDS REVIEW SUBCOMMITEE

CONFERENCE CALL

December 3, 2008 - 10:00 am to 3:00 pm Central

FINAL MINUTES
1. Administrative
Mr. Skiba opened the meeting and welcomed the participants.  Ms. Cunningham gave the antitrust guidelines.  The participants introduced themselves on the phone.  The group made revisions to the draft agenda.  Mr. Pritchard moved to adopt the agenda as amended.  The agenda was unanimously adopted as amended.  Subsequently, the group reviewed the following meeting minutes:
· July 25, 2008

The group reviewed and held discussion in regards to the draft minutes.  Mr. Skiba noted that the Joint Interchange Scheduling Working Group (JISWG) has sent changes to the Annual Plan subcommittee in regards to the Assessment on EOP-002 R4 and R6 being placed on the 2009 WEQ Annual Plan.  He further noted that this item will be placed on the agenda for the JISWG January meeting.  Mr. Brown moved to adopt the minutes as amended.  The minutes were unanimously adopted as final.  The final minutes are available for viewing via the following link: http://naesb.org/pdf4/weq_srs072508fm.doc.
· September 11, 2008

The group reviewed and held discussion in regards to the draft minutes.  The group made minor corrections to the minutes.  Mr. Brown moved to adopt the minutes as amended.  The minutes were unanimously adopted as final.  The final minutes are available for viewing via the following link: http://naesb.org/pdf4/weq_srs091108fm.doc.
2. Update from WEQ Executive Committee Meeting
Mr. Skiba provided an update to the group in regards to the WEQ Executive Committee (EC) meeting held November 4, 2008.  He said the WEQ SRS provided the EC with an update.  The powerpoint presentation is available for viewing via the following link: http://naesb.org/pdf4/weq_srs120308w1.ppt.  He stated that a number of no-action recommendations were approved by the EC, including the no-action recommendation for 2008 WEQ Annual Plan Item 1.f. - Market System Back-Up.  He said that EC also reviewed the modifications to existing NAESB business practice standards.  He noted that the EC has asked the WEQ Business Practices Subcommittee (BPS) and the Time Inadvertent Management Task Force (TIMTF) to review and provide feedback on the comments submitted by industry participants for the 2008 WEQ Annual Plan Item 6.b/R07020.  He further noted the WEQ EC recommended the WEQ BPS and TIMTF meet with the NERC BACSDT to address any reliability concerns with the recommendation.  
Mr. Skiba stated that the EC reviewed three Minor Corrections.  Ms. Rehman withdrew one of the Minor Corrections previously submitted by Bonneville Power Company.  He further stated that updates were provided on the Order 890 Work Plan for the DSM-EE group, and the various subcommittees also provided updates to the EC.  Mr. Brown suggested that in the interim, the WEQ SRS seek additional subcommittee members for 2009.  

3. Update on Definition of Terms

· Consistency Recommendation Under Development
Mr. Skiba stated during the previous SRS meeting, the WEQ subcommittee co-chairs have agreed to combine efforts by reviewing and updating the definition of terms for a consistency recommendation.  He stated that the WEQ EC provided further clarification on the process to the group during the November 2008 meeting.  He noted that since the EC meeting, the co-chairs have met once to discuss the consistency recommendation.  He was uncertain as to whether NERC has instituted a similar process with its glossary and definition for the reliability standards.  It is expected that the recommendation will be completed by 1st quarter 2009.  Mr. Skiba said that Mr. Wood, co-chair of the joint Electronic Scheduling and Information Technology subcommittees (ESS/ITS), is currently reviewing existing NAESB business practices for consistent term usage (e.g., “standards” as opposed to “business practice standards”).
· Ongoing Coordination with NERC
Mr. Skiba explained that in early 2008, NERC and NAESB began an extensive coordination effort as it relates to each respective organizations’ glossaries of terms and definitions.  Mr. Skiba stated that during this time, the SRS agreed to aid in the review of glossaries of NERC reliability standards that are currently under development.  Mr. Brown stated that he spoke with Mr. Rodriguez of NERC in regards to the coordination process with NERC and NAESB.  He noted that NERC and NAESB use common definitions for similar terms.  He said that SRS should take care in using acronyms that may conflict with NERC acronyms.  He stated that better coordination must take place between NERC and NAESB as new terms are drafted during the standards development process for NERC and NAESB.  
4. Standards Requests Triaged to SRS, if any

The group did not discuss or address any standards requests triaged to the subcommittee.  Mr. Skiba noted that R08025 is expected to be triaged to the SRS in the 1st quarter of 2009. 
5. SRS Review of 2009 WEQ Annual Plan
Mr. Skiba outlined the objectives for the SRS which included the following: 1) Review NERC Standards and Interpretations under development to determine if they have an impact to NAESB Business Practices; 2) Review NAESB recommendations posted for 30-day formal comments; 3) Review minor corrections posted for 2-week comment period; 4) Work with other subcommittees resolve NAESB definitions; 4) Provide input for 2010-2012 Reliability Standards Development Plan; 5) Address WEQ 2009 Annual Plan items assigned to SRS.  The 2009 WEQ Annual Plan will be reviewed by the group during the January 13, 2009 meeting.
6. Review and Update the NERC Activity Report
The group reviewed and held discussion on the NERC Activity Report.  The group reviewed and held discussion on three items highlighted in gray.  In regards to Facility Ratings, Mr. Saini will complete a comparison study prior to the January meeting.  The subcommittee will continue to monitor this item.  Mr. Saini had provided for review an analysis in regards to the ERCOT Request for Interpretation BAL-003.  It previously determined during the October 22, 2008 meeting that no further action was required as it relates to ERCOT Request for Interpretation BAL-003.
· Real Time Operations (Project 2007-03) – P. Brown review
The group reviewed and held discussion in regards to the analysis provided by Mr. Brown.  Mr. Brown that the analysis highlights three potential NAESB business practices and noted these items may have already been addressed in WEQ-001 and in the 2008 WEQ Annual Plan.  Mr. Skiba said that before the SRS can review these items, verification of these items is needed from the assigned subcommittees.  Mr. Brown stated that it would be helpful if the WEQ Annual Plan was more specific to the items listed in the NERC Activity Report for future analysis and coordination.  The group also held extensive discussion on the TLR process.  Mr. Ulch noted that the TLR business model noted in the NERC Activity Report is not applicable to Southern Company but may apply to others within the energy industry.  He questioned whether NAESB wanted this item to be handled on a regionally or through NAESB standards.  Mr. Skiba stated that NAESB has addressed regional specifics in its business practice standards.  Mr. Pritchard proposed that this item be tabled for review until the next SRS meeting.  He will address IRO-005-2, R3 in a white paper to be provided at the January 2009 meeting.  In regards to IRO-005-2 Reliability Coordination – Current Day Operations, Mr. Skiba will draft a letter to the co-chairs to the JISWG as it relates to R4.   The group determined that no further action was needed for IRO-005-2 Reliability Coordination – Current Day Operations, R14 and IRO-006-3 Reliability Coordination – Transmission Loading Relief.  In regards to TOP-001-1 Reliability Responsibilities and Authorities, R2, Mr. Pritchard will draft a whitepaper for this item and present it at the January 2009 meeting.  
· Reliability Coordination (Project 2006-06) – J. Cyrulewski review
The group reviewed and held discussion in regards to the analysis provided by Mr. Cyrulewski.  Mr. Cyrulewski stated in regards to NERC Project 2006-06 Reliability Coordination, the SRS should continue to monitor the standards as they may make additional revisions in the future.  It was determined that the SRS will not provide comments on proposed revisions of the standards (Standards COM-001-2, COM-002-3, IRO-001-2, IRO-002-2, IRO-005-1, IRO-014-2, IRO-015-2 and IRO-016-2) involved in Project 2006-06.
· Additional NERC Activity Report Items
The group reviewed and held discussion in regards to additional NERC Activity Report Items.  In regards to the US ARMY CORP of Engineers Request for Interpretation, in the past, it had been determined that the NERC CIP standards were outside of the NAESB scope.   The revised NERC Activity Report is available for viewing via the following link: http://naesb.org/pdf4/weq_srs120308a2.xls.
7. New Business
The group held discussion in regards to the Market Back-Up Systems recommendations that were addressed during the November WEQ EC meeting.  Mr. Ulch noted that a white paper regarding this issue was presented to the SRS during the July 2008 meeting.  The document is available for viewing via the following link: http://naesb.org/pdf3/weq_srs072508w5.doc.  Upon completing its review of backup requirements currently in place and the current Business Practices, it was determined by the SRS that it was not necessary to develop additional backup requirements.  He further noted that the processes would be backed up by telephone communications.  In the recommendation, the SRS recommended that the EC take no further action on this provisional item.  However, the EC recommended that the SRS should draft a business practice standard relating to Market Back-Up Systems.  Mr. Ulch contacted the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA), as it uses OATI and had trouble linking to the OATI system for OASIS which further impacted e-Tagging.  He noted that TVA tried to connect to a neighboring utility such as Entergy with no success.  He stated that it will be a contradiction to state in the NAESB business practice standard that the Market Back-Up System would be available via telephone communications.  He noted that Southern Company had an additional occurrence linking to an IDC.  Mr. Brown stated that in the PJM comments, it stated that this issue has the potential to become a reliability issue and that the EC should refer this matter to NERC for consideration of further action under the NERC Standards Development Process.  Mr. Ulch said that this business practice standard could work if there are one or more transactions.  He suggested drafting a standards request to be submitted to the NAESB Triage Committee on this matter.  In regards to Market Back-Up Systems, Mr. Ulch will draft language to modify WEQ-004 and will present this language during the January 2009 meeting.  
8. Action Items
· Mr. Pritchard will provide a whitepaper in regards to NERC Project 2007-03 (IRO-005-2, R3) to be discussed during the January 13, 2009 conference call. 
· Mr. Skiba will draft a letter to the Co-Chairs of the JISWG in regards to NERC Project 2007-03 (IRO-005-2 Reliability Coordination – Current Day Operations, R4).
· In regards to TOP-001-1 Reliability Responsibilities and Authorities, R2, Mr. Pritchard will draft a whitepaper for this item and present it at the January 2009 meeting.  
· In regards to Market Back-Up Systems, Mr. Ulch will draft language to modify WEQ-004 and will present this language during the January 2009 meeting.  
9. Adjourn
Mr. Brown moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Cyrulewski seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 12:31pm on December 3, 2008.
10. Attendance

	Name
	Organization

	Alan Pritchard
	Duke Energy

	Dean Ulch
	Southern Company

	Jim Cyrulewski
	JDRJC Associates

	Ernie Cardone
	NYISO

	Ed Skiba
	Midwest ISO

	Deonne Cunningham
	NAESB

	Patrick Brown 
	PJM

	Pat O’Connor 
	TVA
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