Use of Common Generator Prioritization Method
The following narrative provides a synopsis of the issue to be resolved and its resolution.

The problem we are attempting to resolve occurs during the use of Level 5 Transmission Loading Relief (TLR) procedures as used in the Eastern Interconnection.  This TLR level recognizes the contribution of three categories of firm priority energy flows on a flowgate – firm flow contributions resulting from (1) e-Tag transactions, (2) market based operating entities and (3) non-market based operating entities serving network and native load (NNL).  The issue that has been raised lies primarily with (3) and to a much lesser degree with (2).  The issue at hand is the priority presently given energy flows from generating units serving NNL.  Today, all untagged energy flow from a generating unit serving NNL is considered Firm by the congestion management process; that is, it is utilizing Firm Network transmission service.  Only untagged energy flows from generating units that have been named as Designated Network Resources (DNR) are permitted to utilize Firm Network transmission service.  Those generating units that are serving NNL but are not deemed to be DNR’s can only utilize Secondary Network (i.e., Non-Firm) transmission service for their untagged energy flows.  Presently, this distinction between transmission service priorities is not recognized by the congestion management process utilized within the Eastern Interconnection with respect to (3).  The common generator prioritization method seeks to identify this use of firm and non-firm transmission service and thus resolve this issue.
The common generator prioritization method will utilize near real-time generating unit statuses and power output in the calculation of a Balancing Authority’s (BA) NNL contributions to energy flow on a flowgate in TLR.  While this portion of the calculation will be somewhat identical to that performed today, the use of near real-time information is expected to enhance the accuracy of the calculation.  Presently, static data from the base case model, as updated via the NERC System Data Exchange (SDX), is used in the calculation.  The ability to properly associate the correct transmission service priority with a particular generating unit’s output will be possible through use of the DNR list required by FERC to be posted on a jurisdictional entity’s Open Access Same-time Information System (OASIS) site.  The DNR list identifies those generating units/plants, and their respective capacities, that are expected to be used in serving NNL.  The untagged portion of the real-time output of a generating unit that can be identified as energy flow from a DNR will be considered as utilizing Firm Network transmission service.  Energy flow from a generating unit which exceeds the DNR capacity will be identified as utilizing Secondary Network transmission service.  The calculation will be appropriately modified to recognize any third-party e-Tags which may utilize a particular generating unit as its source generator.  The DNR list will be dynamic in that changes in designations will be identified in near real-time and applied as appropriate in the calculation.
The congestion management process utilized within the Eastern Interconnection will be modified to recognize a new category of non-firm NNL energy flow contribution to flowgates in TLR.  These newly identified energy flows will fall into the highest non-firm priority “bucket” (6-NN) for purposes of curtailment.  These flows will be curtailable in TLR Level 3, which provides curtailment of non-firm (only) energy flows based upon non-firm priority of transmission service.
