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BPS Conference Call Meeting
February 9, 2009 – 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM Central

Final Minutes
1. Administrative
Mr. Skiba welcomed the participants to the conference call.  Ms. Cunningham gave the antitrust guidelines.  The meeting participants introduced themselves on the phone.  Ms. Otondo moved to adopt the agenda as amended.  The agenda was unanimously adopted without further discussion.  
· Adoption of  Meeting Minutes

· November 17, 2008
The group reviewed the draft minutes from the November 17, 2008 meeting.  Mr., Skiba suggested the removal of the last sentence from Section 2 of the minutes.  Ms. Cunningham made minor revisions to Section 12 of the minutes.  Ms. Wesley moved to approve the minutes as amended.  The minutes were unanimously adopted as amended.  The final version of the minutes is available for viewing via the following link: http://www.naesb.org/pdf4/weq_bps111708fm.doc.
2. Update from WEQ Executive Committee

Mr. Skiba provided a review of the WEQ Executive Committee (EC) meeting held February 3, 2009.  He stated that the following two recommendations were reviewed by the EC: 2008 WEQ Annual Plan Item 6.m/R07007 - Update the Timing Table to Reflect the Categories (On-time, Late, After-the-fact, and Pre-late) used in the latest E-Tag Specification with respect to receipt of an Arranged Interchange (RFI)) and 2008 WEQ Annual Plan Item 6.b/R07020 – (Delayed for action at the November 2008 EC meeting) Develop a NAESB time and inadvertent management business practice that provides additional inadvertent payback options and improved time control.  He noted that the first recommendation updated the market assessment to be consistent with the NERC the reliability assessment time.  He said the Standards Review Subcommittee (SRS) submitted comments during the formal comment period and the EC agreed to incorporate these changes into the recommendation.  The proposed business practice standard passed the EC by a supermajority vote.  In regards to second recommendation, the EC held extensive discussion as it relates to proposed modifications by the Inadvertent Leadership.  There were two amendments offered to the recommendation that were approved by the EC.  However, the participants took a super majority roll call vote on the motion to adopt the recommendation as amended, however there were an insufficient number of votes cast to determine the outcome.  A notational ballot was sent to all EC members on February 9, 2009.  
Mr. Skiba stated that a minor correction submitted by Ms. Rehman of BPA was reviewed and approved by the EC.  He said that the EC held significant discussion in regards to the Joint Interchange Scheduling Working Group (JISWG) reporting to the Electronic Scheduling and Information Technology subcommittees (ESS/ITS) or being considered as a WEQ subcommittee.  A motion was approved by the EC in which the JISWG is not required to gain WEQ ESS /ITS approval of its recommendations before sending them out for formal comment.  The EC also tasked the subcommittee and working group co-chairs to meet and develop a recommendation as to whether the ESS/ITS should or should not be formally recognized as a single subcommittee.  

The 2009 WEQ Annual Plan was approved by the Executive Committee and will be considered for approval during the March NAESB Board meeting.  Mr. Harshbarger, co-chair of JISWG, provided a brief overview of the recommendation approved by JISWG in regards to 2009 WEQ Annual Plan Item 3.a.vi:  Mr. Harshbarger made the following motion: The WEQ EC adopts and supports the recommendation presented by the JISWG regarding the NAESB 2009 Annual Plan item 3(a)(vi), Transition of e-Tag Specification and schema to NAESB.  The EC approved the motion and the e-Tag specification will be a NAESB technical implementation guide.  
Mr. Skiba stated NAESB will host a two-day workshop at the MGM Grand in Las Vegas, Nevada.  Mr. Boswell, NAESB General Counsel will teach a half day class dealing with NAESB Roles and Responsibilities.  Mr. Miles of FERC will host a day and a half course that relates to negotiation skills.  There will be no charge to attend the class and is on a first come-first serve basis.  More details are to follow from the NAESB office.

3. Update on Recommendation for NAESB Definitions of Terms

Mr. Skiba provided a brief overview of the recommendation.  He stated that the WEQ subcommittee co-chairs met in January 2009 to review the NAESB Definition of Terms recommendation.  He noted that the recommendation will have an individual business practice standard, WEQ-000, which will include two sections: Acronyms and Definition of Terms.  Mr. Skiba said that Mr. Wood, Co-Chair of the ESS/ITS subcommittee is currently reviewing all individual business practice standards that include shared acronyms and definitions of terms.  He noted that the recommendation will likely include redlines of the terms from the individual business practice standards.  The next meeting between the Co-Chairs will be held February 12, 2009.  The target completion date for the recommendation is June 2009.
4. WEQ-011 Gas Electric Coordination

· Update on meeting with WEQ BPS on R08020 (Enhanced Granularity for Public Utilities in Identifying Critical Operational Flow Orders)

Mr. Skiba provided a brief update in regards to the conference call held in conjunction with the WGQ BPS on R08020.  He stated that during the meeting, there was discussion held as it relates to whether entities were adhering to the current business practice standard and if the current recommendation could be addressed with participants from the gas and electric side.  During the call, the subcommittees considered changing the term “Power Plant Operator” to “Generator Operator.”  It was discussed that the term Power Plant Operator (PPO) was used to reference a specific group and not generator operators.  Mr. Busbin suggested using Power Plant Gas Coordinator instead of the term “Power Plant Operator.”  Mr. Skiba stated that the WGQ was flexible with respect to the use of the term.  
A joint WGQ and WEQ BPS conference call has been scheduled for March 12, 2009 from 9:00am to 11:00am Central Standard Time.  

· Checkpoint on R08004
After review and discussion, the subcommittee determined that the R08004 would remain on hold until further information was presented with respect to R08020.

5. NERC/NAESB TLR Coordination

· TLR 5B (Holding Tags) 

Mr. Busbin stated that the WEQ BPS met jointly with the NERC Transmission Load Relief Drafting Team (TLRDT) on January 28, 2009.  During the discussion of TLR 5(b), it was discovered that the reallocation of tags does not take place.  Mr. Busbin stated that if there is subsequent reissuance of TLR 5(b), tags will be held.  He further stated that reallocation should occur with these tags and should flow on a pro rata basis.  He noted that he may submit a standards request to address this issue.  
He indicated that the group made modifications to IRO-006-5 based on comments received from industry participants.  He noted that IRO-006-5 will be posted on the NERC website for industry comments.  He further noted that the WEQ BPS and TLRDT are continuing work on IRO-006-EI in which the draft and the implementation plan will be posted for a 45-day comments period on the NERC website.  The draft of the IRO-006-5 and IRO-006-EAST-1 are available for comment via the following link: http://www.nerc.com/filez/standards/Reliability-Coordination-Transmission-Loading-Relief.html.
· Parallel Flow Visualization/Mitigation for Reliability Coordinators in the Eastern Interconnection

Mr. Busbin noted that the group held significant discussion on this item during the January 28th meeting.  A joint meeting between the WEQ BPS and NERC TLRDT will take place on February 20, 2009 to discuss the status of the SAR as it relates to this item.
· Update WEQ-008 Appendix D to Include the Market Flow Threshold Percentage Recommended by NERC Working Group/Task Force

Mr. Busbin stated that the WEQ-008 Appendix D would be dependent upon the Market Flow Threshold Percentage from the Market Flow (Phase II) field test.  It was noted that FERC has extended the end date of the field test to October 31, 2009.  Once the field test has been completed, the NERC Working Group/Task Force will make a recommendation to the NERC Operation Reliability Subcommittee (ORS), the ORS will take some action to this item, and the Task Force will make a recommendation to the TLRDT.  This item will be discussed further at a later date.  
6. NERC/NAESB BAC Coordination

Mr. Skiba gave a brief overview of the NERC/NAESB Balancing Authority Control (BAC) coordination.  He noted that two items in the 2009 WEQ Annual Plan Items will be addressed jointly between NERC and NAESB.  The items are listed as the following: 2009 WEQ Annual Plan Item 1.e – Time and Inadvertent (BAL-004 and BAL-006); and 2009 WEQ Annual Plan Item 1.f – DCS and AGC (BAL-002 and BAL-005).  He noted that both items have been assigned to the Time Inadvertent Management Task Force (TIMTF) and based on the NERC BAC project schedule, will be completed in the 2011 timeframe.  The NERC BACSDT has a meeting scheduled for February 18-19, 2009.  Mr. Skiba encouraged members to participate in the meeting.  Members may email Mr. Skiba for inclusion on the distribution list.  
7. NERC/NAESB Voltage and Reactive Coordination

· NERC Project 2008-01 Voltage and Reactive Control 

Mr. Skiba gave an update in regards to the NERC Project 2008-01 Voltage and Reactive Control.  During the January 23, 2009 WEQ EC meeting, it was determined that this project would be listed as 2009 WEQ Annual Plan Item 1.f.  At the February 3, 2009 WEQ EC meeting, it was noted that a white paper is expected in June 2009, after that a SAR will be drafted.  The WEQ EC determined this specific item should be listed as a Provisional Item. 
8. Update on Confidentiality Agreement

Mr. Skiba updated the group in regards to the NAESB Confidentiality Agreement.  He stated the agreement was discussed during the January 2009 JISWG meeting.  During that meeting, the members questioned the level of content and whether the scope had changed from the original intent of drafting the agreement.  NAESB staff will schedule a conference call with JISWG leadership to discuss issues and implementation of the confidentiality agreement.  Mr. Skiba will update the group as to when the conference call will occur.
9. Business Practices Associated with FERC Order 717
Ms. Otondo provided the group with a brief synopsis of the business practice associated with FERC Order No. 717.  Mr. Skiba stated that FERC Order No. 717 was issued by the Commission in October 2008.  As a result, the NAESB business practice standard surrounding the standards of conduct would need to be revisited and modified.  During the WEQ EC meeting on January 23, it was noted that the BPS had been the original drafters of the Standards of Conduct section of the OASIS business practice standard.  It was recommended that the BPS review this proposed business practice standard.  
Ms. Otondo reviewed the draft recommendation and stated that under paragraph 247 of FERC Order No. 717, public (electric) utilities are no longer required to post the standards of conduct information on their OASIS.  She noted however, Transmission Providers (TP) will continue to have discretion to post standards of conduct information on OASIS.  The group held significant discussion in regards to the Standards of Conduct section being posted (or not posted) on OASIS or in the alternative, another publicly acceptable website.  Based on this discussion, the group agreed that the recommendation will be posted for informal comments.  The recommendation is posted for informal comments and is available for viewing via the following link: http://www.naesb.org/pdf4/weq_bps020909reqcom.doc.
10. Finalize BPS Mission/Scope
The group reviewed and held discussion in regards to the BPS Mission/Scope.  Mr. Skiba noted that this document had been reviewed during the last meeting.  Mr. Pritchard suggested a minor revision to the draft document.  Mr. Skiba noted that this Mission Statement/Scope document would be sent to the EC for review.  Mr. Pritchard moved to approve the Mission/Scope statement.  Mr. Busbin seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved as revised without discussion. 
11. Adjourn
Mr. Saini moved to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting adjourned at 3:02p.m. Central on February 9, 2009.  
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