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February 11, 2009
NORTH AMERICAN ENERGY STANDARDS BOARD
WHOLESALE ELECTRIC QUADRANT

BPS Conference Call Meeting
January 12, 2009 – 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM Central

FINAL MINUTES
1. Administrative
Mr. Skiba welcomed the participants to the conference call meeting.  Ms. Cunningham gave the antitrust guidelines.  The participants introduced themselves on the phone.  Mr. Skiba suggested moving the NERC/TLR Coordination item towards the end of the Agenda.  It was noted that the November 17, 2008 meeting minutes were not posted and will be reviewed at a later meeting.  Ms. York moved to adopt the agenda as amended.  The agenda was unanimously adopted without discussion or opposition.  
· Adoption of Meeting Minutes

· September 22, 2008

The group reviewed the draft minutes from the September 22, 2008 conference call meeting.  Ms. York and Mr. Skiba made minor revisions to the minutes.  Ms. York moved to adopt the meeting minutes as amended.  The meeting minutes were unanimously adopted without discussion or opposition.  The final version of the minutes is available via the following link: http://naesb.org/pdf4/weq_bps092208fm.doc.  
2. Update on NERC/NAESB TLR Coordination

Mr. Busbin gave a brief overview of the NERC/NAESB TLR Coordination efforts.  Mr. Busbin noted that the NERC TLR Drafting Team (TLRDT) met December 10-11 2008 to discuss and review the comments that were submitted for IRO-006-5.  The group will meet January 28-29, 2009 at the NAESB office to continue further discussion on the Phase II and Phase III work with TLR.  He noted that the NERC Standards Committee (SC) has approved extending the Market Threshold field test from October 31, 2008 to October 31, 2009.  He further noted that the team is attempting to evaluate the date in regards to the curtailment threshold on the market.   Mr. Skiba noted that a SAR has been assigned to the NERC TLRDT in regards to the Parallel Flow Visualization.  He further noted that this item will be addressed in the 2009 WEQ Annual Plan.
3. Update on Recommendation for NAESB Definitions of Terms

Mr. Skiba provided a brief update on the progress of the Recommendation for NAESB Definitions of Terms.  He stated that WEQ subcommittee Co-Chairs met November 2008 and began the review of definitions.  It was determined during this meeting that two new sections would be created for acronyms and definition of terms (WEQ-000).  Mr. Skiba said that Mr. Wood, Co-Chair of the ESS/ITS subcommittee is currently reviewing all individual business practice standards that include shared acronyms and definitions of terms.  He noted that the recommendation will likely include redlines of the terms from the individual business practice standards.  The next meeting between the Co-Chairs will be held January 26, 2009.  The target completion date for the recommendation is March 2009.  
4. Review Recommendation for Standards Request Gas / Electric Communication Consistency Changes (R08004)

The group reviewed and held discussion in regards to the recommendation for Standards Request Gas / Electric Communication Consistency Changes (R08004).  Mr. Cardone gave a brief overview of the recommendation.  He noted that the recommendation would modify WEQ-011 to provide consistency across NAESB business practice standards such that all business practice standards would have the following sections in the following order: 1) Introduction; 2) Applicability; 3) Definition of Terms; and 4) Business Practice Requirements.  During the review, Ms. Kedrowski questioned the use of the term “Power Plant Operator.”  Mr. Skiba responded that this term is currently used in the NAESB business practice standards.  Ms. Wesley suggested the addition of the following language: This business practice applies to WEQ and WGQ specific to Power Plant Operators (PPO), Balancing Authority (BA), and Transmission Services Providers (TSP).  The group held discussion in regards to the modifications to WEQ-011 and how it may relate to other individual business practice standards.  Mr. Skiba presented the following options to the group: 1) Vote the recommendation out of the subcommittee subsequently posted for a 30-day formal comment period; or 2) Discuss the recommendation with the WGQ BPS in correlation to R08020.  Mr. Skiba stated that the WGQ BPS and WEQ BPS have scheduled a meeting for January 30, 2008 to begin work on Standards Request R08020 (Provide enhanced granularity for public utilities in identifying critical operational flow orders, WEQ and WGQ).  Mr. Busbin questioned whether this recommendation could impact R08020 and the changing of the term “Power Plant Operator” to “Generator Plant Operator.”  The group agreed to continue discussion on this item at the next BPS meeting so that  further information could be received relating to Standards Request R08020.  The revised recommendation (clean version) is available for review via the following link: http://naesb.org/pdf4/weq_bps011209a2.doc.
5. Update on Standards Request - Provide for Enhanced Granularity for Public Utilities in Identifying Critical Operational Flow Orders. (R08020) 

The group reviewed the Standards Request R08020 (Provide for Enhanced Granularity for Public Utilities in Identifying Critical Operational Flow Orders).  Mr. Skiba previously contacted the WGQ BPS co-chairs to determine a date for the two subcommittees to review and discuss the Standards Request.  It was agreed that the conference call would take place January 30, 2009 from 9:00a.m. to 11:00a.m. Central.  
6. Review Draft 2009 WEQ Annual Plan
The group reviewed and held discussion in regards to the draft version of the 2009 WEQ Annual Plan.  Mr. Skiba noted that most items have carried over from the 2008 WEQ Annual Plan.  As it relates to Items 1.c.i-ii, he explained that the BPS would continue to coordinate with NERC with regards to the TLR efforts.  He specifically stated that relating to Item 1.c.ii., NERC will need to provide information as to the required threshold from a reliability perspective.  He noted that Items 1.e and 1.f were added in response to discussions between NAESB and NERC.   The formal comment period for the 2009 WEQ Annual Plan ends on Friday, January 16, 2009.
7. NAESB Update on Confidentiality Agreement (R07013)
Mr. Skiba provided an update in regards to Standards Request R07013 - Confidentiality Agreement.  He noted that the standards request was submitted in 2007 and was originally assigned to the Joint Interchange Scheduling Working Group (JISWG).  He further noted that JISWG drafted a 7-8 page document and it was reviewed and revised by NAESB General Counsel and Staff.  NAESB General Counsel and Staff submitted a one page document which included a nondisclosure document between NAESB and the recipient of the confidentiality agreement.  Mr. Skiba noted that the scope of the agreement had been minimized to focus solely on the e-Tag system.  He further noted that the JISWG felt it appropriate for the BPS to review the agreement.  The JISWG will review and hold discussion on the confidentiality agreement during the January 14-15, 2009 meeting.  
Mr. Skiba stated the Standards Request noted that the confidentiality agreement should cover the e-Tag system at a minimum.  He noted that there are industry participants who have access to e-Tagging but are not under the purviews of FERC’s jurisdiction.  He further noted the concern that those entities would not be required to sign the NAESB confidentiality agreement and could possibly share sensitive e-Tag information.  Mr. Gallagher stated that the non-disclosure requirements are subject to a number of sunshine laws and noted that the confidentiality agreement is essential to the market as it relates to e-Tag information.  Ms. York stated that most (if not all) industry participants would agree and adhere to the confidentiality agreement.  Mr. Skiba will discuss the substance and scope of the confidentiality agreement with NAESB counsel.  The group will continue discussion on the confidentiality agreement during the February 2009 WEQ BPS meeting.  
8. Update on BPS Mission/Scope
Mr. Skiba provided a brief update on the draft of the BPS Mission/Scope document.  He noted that after two meetings, members of the subcommittee were able to draft the document.  The group reviewed and held discussion on the highlighted items within the document.  Ms. York questioned whether DSM-EE and e-Tariff would become permanent subcommittees at a later date.  Ms. McQuade noted that FERC requested that e-Tariff remain a permanent subcommittee.  She further noted that it is expected that the Commission will make the same request for the DSM-EE subcommittees.  Next, Mr. Saini suggested the addition of OASIS Business Practices to the Mission/Scope document.  Mr. Busbin noted that the subcommittee will be coordinating with the NERC Interchange Distribution Calculator Working Group (IDCWG) to make modifications to WEQ-008.  The group made further revisions to the document.  The draft of the BPS Mission/Scope document will be reviewed and discussed for a possible vote during the February meeting.  The revision version of the document is available for viewing via the following link: http://naesb.org/pdf4/weq_bps011209w4.doc.
9. New Business
During the November 2008 meeting, the group held discussion in regards to a recommendation relating to TLR 5.b.  Mr. Busbin noted that he contacted the NERC Resources Subcommittee (RS) as it relates to TRL 5.b.  He further noted that this recommendation would involve the holding of tags of the first hour of the subsequent issuance of the tags.  He stated that a recommendation may be presented to the subcommittee during the WEQ BPS February 2009 meeting.  

10. Adjourn
Mr. Busbin moved to adjourn the meeting.  Ms. York seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned at 2:28p.m. Central on January 12, 2009.  
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