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North American Energy Standards Board

1301 Fannin, Suite 2350, Houston, Texas 77002

Phone:  (713) 356-0060, Fax:  (713) 356-0067, E-mail: naesb@naesb.org


Home Page: www.naesb.org

February 26, 2010
TO:
NAESB Quadrant Executive Committee Members, Alternates and Interested Industry Participants

FROM:
Cory Galik Cummings, Staff Attorney
RE:
Retail Executive Committee Meeting Draft Minutes
NORTH AMERICAN ENERGY STANDARDS BOARD 
RETAIL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

February 3, 2010
DRAFT MINUTES
1. Welcome

Mr. Novak called the meeting to order at 10:00 am Mountain and welcomed the Retail Electric (REQ) and Retail Gas (RGQ) Executive Committee (EC) members and other participants.  Ms. Cummings gave the antitrust guidance and REQ and RGQ members and other participants introduced themselves.  Quorum was established.  Ms. Kiselewich reviewed the agenda.  An update on the Smart Grid Task Force was added to agenda item five.  Mr. Minneman moved to adopt the agenda and Mr. Jones seconded the motion.  The motion passed without opposition.
2. Retail Quadrant Draft Minutes
The October 28, 2009 Retail EC meeting minutes were reviewed.  Mr. Precht had capitalization changes and requested that he send a corrected version of the minutes to the NAESB office to be approved via notational ballot.  Other clarifying edits were made throughout the document.
3. Review, Discuss, and Vote on 2009 Retail Annual Plan Item 1/R05016 – Develop Technical Electronic Implementation Standards and Data Dictionaries (Book 9: Customer Billing and Payment Notification via Uniform Electronic Transaction)
Mr. Precht reviewed the recommendation.  This recommendation previously went out for comments and Southern Company submitted several.  The IR/TEIS reviewed the comments and made adjustments according to Southern Company’s comments.    Mr. Minneman moved to adopt the recommendation and Ms. Teel seconded the motion.  The motion passed a super majority vote. 
4. Discussion on Retail Version 1.2, published December 31, 2009

Ms. McQuade provided the update.  Retail Version 2.1 was published in December and provided to NARUC.  Ms. Lunt has distributed it to states upon request.  It has been posted and no minor corrections have been received to date.  She noted that a retail publication will be difficult in 2010.  The WEQ has a publication scheduled for second quarter and the WGQ will publish in the fourth quarter.  Mr. Novak reserved the first quarter of 2011 for the next retail publication.  
5. Subcommittee Updates and Plan Updates

Triage Subcommittee:  Ms. McQuade noted that there were no triage requests for the retail quadrants.  Comments on the triage items are due February 15.  
Business Practice Subcommittee: Mr. Jones provided the update.  The BPS is currently working on annual plan item 4 for billing and payments with a second quarter deadline.  Their goal is to vote this item out of the subcommittee by late March.  After that, the subcommittee will focus on the Model Business Practice User Guide, annual plan item 5.  Annual plan items 6(a) and (b) have also been completed.   
DSM-EE Subcommittee:  Mr. Precht provided the update.  The Retail DR work group has begun its phase II efforts, which consists of the formal comments the Retail Electric EC voted to send back to the subcommittee.  
The wholesale demand response work group created three task forces to address the glossary, the performance evaluation methodologies and the business practice standards.  The glossary task force presented a work paper at the last wholesale DR work group meeting, which compared the retail and wholesale DR terms and made modifications to the wholesale definitions.  Two definitions sparked further discussion and the glossary task force will meet again to review those items prior to sending their work product to the full DSM-EE subcommittee.  

The wholesale and retail energy efficiency groups met for the first time since the scoping task force completed their work.  There was discussion on the scope of the work product.  Ms. Kirn has volunteered to lead the retail energy efficiency work group.  They will meet offline to begin the discussion of their work product.  The wholesale energy efficiency group will begin their standards development process by reviewing the standards created by ISO New England and PJM.  

Technical Electronic Implementation Subcommittee (TEIS) and Information Requirements Subcommittee (IR):  There is a body of work that should be reviewed by IR/TEIS but volunteers are needed to do this work.  Mr. Precht volunteered to work with Ms. Teel offline to determine the correct contacts.  Ms. Ray noted that Mr. Holladay volunteered to participate.
Glossary Subcommittee:  Mr. Eynon provided the update.  The subcommittee has met once since the last EC meeting.  During that meeting they defined six new terms for Book 14.
Smart Grid Task Force:  Ms. McQuade provided the review.  The task force is currently working on four of the Priority Action Plans (PAPs), 3, 4, 9 and 10.  They comprise approximately 25% of the PAPs standards work.  NAESB is coordinating with OASIS, EPRI, FIX, CalConnect and several other groups.  The work being done to date is specific to user cases, the actor’s list and the framework for requirements that will comprise the first stage of the business practice standards that the EC will be asked to approve.  The task force will be voting on the PAPs throughout February.  She encouraged EC members to join the task force discussion in an effort to familiarize themselves with the work products they will be voting on in the future.  She emphasized that all groups should provide transparency not only in standards development but also in decisions made and in who is making the decisions.  She also noted that some of the other, non-NAESB work products have less of a delineation between the wholesale and retail work products, which raises concerns on who the regulatory audience should be – federal or state or both.

6. Review, Discuss, Identify Changes and Vote to Approve Changes to the 2010 Annual Plan
Ms. Munson requested to remove the wording “non-Texas Model” from the first annual plan item to avoid using a state in the description.  The term was changed to Distribution Company Registration Model.  
Next, the EC reviewed the second annual plan item, the certification checklist criteria for retail quadrants to be used in the NAESB certification program, which was dependent on the Customer Choice efforts.  Mr. Novak suggested working on parts of this item prior to the publication upon which it was dependent.  He wanted to develop connectivity testing that would allow each state to use the same basic test.  This would be especially beneficial to the companies with jurisdictions across multiple states.  Ms. Teel noted that different protocols are used between the states for LDC certification so one test across the states would not work.  Ms. McKeever asked Mr. Novak to clarify whether he was discussing drafting test scripts or drafting an overview of model business practices for testing.  He answered that he was discussing test scripts.  He used New York as an example.  In New York, a company could demonstrate connectivity to Commission staff in order to be certified.  Once a company was certified, the utilities would accept it and not require further testing.  He was theorizing a test script that would allow for the same across state lines.  Ms. Teel responded that communication testing is individual to a company’s system.  She suggested creating a checklist of items to be tested rather than create a test script.  Mr. Siegle asked if the intent of the question was regarding testing of the data transport communication or of the EDI business processes.  Mr. Novak answered that it was regarding the testing of the data transport communication.  Mr. Siegle did not have a problem with drawing a line between connectivity and EDI, if both parties can mutually agree.  Ms. Teel viewed certification testing as more than just certifying that an EDI transaction can be produced.  It also certifies that retailers can operate, conduct business and bill customers in that state.  She also noted that the way business is conducted varies by state.  Ms. McKeever stated that she disagreed with eliminating connectivity testing and noted that purchasing software would not guarantee connectivity.  
Ms. McQuade asked Mr. Novak to develop a task force of vendors, regulatory staff and utilities to further discuss the details of this issue.  The second annual plan item was changed from to Version 2 and the completion date was changed to 2011.  The rest of the annual plan was reviewed and revised.   Mr. Minneman moved, seconded by Ms. Munson, to adopt the annual plan as revised.  The motion passed unanimously.  
7. Board of Directors, Board Committee and Regulatory Updates

Board Updates:  Ms. McQuade urged participants to review the minutes from the December 10, 2009 Board meeting.    She noted the discussion surrounding the WEQ annual plan where one Board member asked that an item be included on the annual plan which me with opposition by other Board members.  That item was not added to the annual plan and will be discussed at the March Board meeting.  Meetings will be held prior to the March Board meeting in an effort to resolve the item and bring a recommendation to the Board in March.  Ms. Lee from NIST provided a presentation on cyber security.  
Wholesale Gas Quadrant Update:  Ms. McQuade reviewed the WGQ Annual Plan.  She noted the recommendation on gas/electric interdependency was out for formal comment.  
Wholesale Electric Quadrant Update:  Ms. McQuade reviewed the WEQ Annual Plan.  
8. Other Business

Ms. McQuade noted that the next EC meeting would be held on May 5 in Harrisburg, PA, hosted by the Pennsylvania PUC.  Mr. Precht added that the Retail BPS scheduled a meeting on Monday and Tuesday prior to the next EC meeting in Harrisburg.  

Ms. McQuade also noted that the NAESB Advisory Council meeting would be held on February 13 in Washington, DC.
9. Adjourn
Ms. McKeever moved to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting adjourned at 12:47 PM Mountain.
9.
Attendance and Vote Record
	Retail Gas Quadrant Executive Committee
	Attendance
	Vote on 2009 AP Item 1/R05016

	Service Providers/Suppliers Segment
	
	

	Richard Zollars
	Dominion Retail, Inc.
	
	

	Distribution Segment
	
	

	Dan Jones
	Duke Energy
	Phone
	In Favor

	Michael Novak
	National Fuel Gas Distribution Corporation
	Phone
	In Favor

	End User Segment/Public Agencies Segment
	
	

	Retail Electric Quadrant Executive Committee
	Attendance
	Vote on 2009 AP Item 1/R05016

	Service Providers/Suppliers Segment
	
	

	Bill Barkas
	Dominion Retail, Inc.
	Phone
	In Favor

	Jim Minneman
	PPL Solutions, LLC
	Phone
	In Favor

	Jennifer Teel
	EC Power
	In Person
	In Favor

	Susan Munson
	Electric Reliability Council of Texas
	Phone
	In Favor

	Utilities Segment
	
	

	Phil Precht
	Baltimore Gas and Electric Company
	Phone
	In Favor

	Patrick Eynon
	Ameren Services
	Phone
	In Favor

	Judy Ray
	Alabama Power Company
	Phone
	In Favor

	D. Kirn for Michael Jesensky
	Dominion Virginia Power
	Phone
	In Favor

	End User/Public Agencies Segment
	
	

	Annunciata Marino
	Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission
	Phone
	In Favor

	Other Participant Attendance

	Participant
	Organization
	Attendance

	Gary Alexander
	MISO
	Phone

	Valerie Crockett
	TVA
	In Person

	Cory Cummings
	NAESB
	In Person

	Debbie McKeever
	Oncor
	In Person

	Rae McQuade
	NAESB
	In Person

	Rip Newcomb
	Dominion
	Phone

	Brandon Siegel
	E:SO
	In Person

	Veronica Thomason
	NAESB
	In Person

	Jill Vaughn
	Court Reporter
	In Person

	Kathy York
	TVA
	In Person
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