March 13-14, 2007 Standards Committee Meeting Minutes Extract

Authorize posting a SAR for Time and Inadvertent Management Procedures

Maureen Long recommended that the Standards Committee either reject the SAR for Time and Inadvertent Management Procedures or remand the SAR for additional work.

The new SAR was submitted to modify two approved standards — BAL-004-0, Time Error Correction and BAL-005-0, Inadvertent Interchange Data — to address aspects of time error corrections. The requester is a member of the Resources Subcommittee that has already sponsored SARs to modify the same two standards (BAL-004-0 and BAL-005) as well as a SAR to modify BAL-006-0. Each of these three SARs was posted for a single comment period from June 1–30, 2006 and the work to resolve the SARs is incomplete. Any new SAR for revisions to the same standards should reflect consideration of stakeholder comments already submitted in response to the June 2006 posting of BAL-004-0 and BAL-005-0.  

Allen Mosher moved that the Standards Committee remand the SAR for the requester to consider the FERC Order and to make sure the SAR is consistent with FERC’s final Order; investigate with NERC staff how this SAR coordinates with previous outstanding SARs; and how we can coordinate this effort with NAESB, given FERC’s direction.
- The motion was approved without opposition or abstention.
June 6-7, 2007 NERC Operating Committee Meeting Minutes Extract

Time Error and Inadvertent Management SAR

Mr. Bilke reviewed a standard authorization request that would change the time error correction frequency offset from 0.02 Hz to 0.01 Hz, allow unilateral inadvertent payback when doing so helps correct time error, and allow financial inadvertent settlements to reduce the effects of unscheduled unilateral energy payback on transmission line flows (see text box below). He explained that some of these changes were the result of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s (FERC) directives in its recent Order 693.

Change in Time Error Procedures: Expand the time window and reduce the frequency offset such that TECs are implemented if Time Error exceeds ±20 seconds (East) at 22:00 Central Prevailing Time. If this threshold is reached, a TEC is implemented at midnight (2 hours later) with a scheduled frequency offset of +0.01Hz (rather than the present +0.02Hz)and run for a full clock day (unless stopped for reliability reasons.

Unilateral Payback Correcting Time Error: In addition to current procedures, allow unilateral payback via one of the following two methods whenever the BA Inadvertent Interchange Balance and Time Error have the same sign: 

· An offset of scheduled frequency of +0.02 Hz, or

· If the scheduled frequency setting cannot be offset, a Net Interchange Schedule (MW) equal to 20% of the BA Bias.

This unilateral Inadvertent payback ends when the time error is zero or has changed signs, the accumulation of inadvertent interchange has been corrected to zero, or a scheduled time error correction begins, which takes precedence over offsetting frequency schedule to pay back inadvertent. 
After considerable discussion, the committee agreed that it needed the Operating Reliability Subcommittee’s (ORS) and Reliability Coordinator Working Group’s (RCWG) opinions about the reliability implications of the proposed SAR before the committee considered its merits or authorized any field trial procedures. (A field trial would be needed to ensure the proposed standard was “safe and effective.”)

This led to a discussion of the need for time error corrections. Time error itself is not a reliability problem; rather it is the result of the accumulation of generation-load imbalances over a given period. Some committee members suggest, therefore, that time error corrections are not necessary, especially considering the use of other time bases; others cautioned that NERC needed to investigate what consumer products still relied on power line frequency for timekeeping.

Finally, the committee noted that NERC needed to work with NAESB on the complementary business practices standards pertaining to time correction and inadvertent payback.
