Draft Covering Note

For use by BPS/ESS/ITS in requesting informal comments on 

The list of information that will not be made public
The BPS/ESS/ITS is issuing for informal comment a list of information, associated with the calculation of ATC and its associated components.

Background:
A joint BPS/ESS/ITS subcommittee has been meeting for some time to determine the NAESB standards necessary to implement Order 890.  As a first priority the subcommittee is dealing with a number of standards that can be produced independent of NERC’s standard development work to incorporate Order 890.  These standards are being drafted now, published for informal comment and, shortly after the subcommittee’s final 2007 meeting on Dec. 17th, will be published for final comment.

As these standards were being developed, there was on-going discussion about what information that is used in the calculation of ATC and its components will ultimately be made public.  It is not expected that this list will be finalized this year.  However, the subcommittee has made an initial attempt at creating such a list and is circulating it for informal comment at this time.

Development of the List:
In developing the initial list, two things should be noted in particular.

1. The list has been created using exclusively the current draft of the NERC MOD standards, posted for public comment on Oct. 31st.  These standards identify data elements that will be created while fulfilling Order 890 obligations and shared by Transmission Service Providers, Transmission Operators, Reliability Coordinators, Transmission Planners and Planning Coordinators.   The NERC standards are silent on the question of “public” disclosure of this data via the internet.  No attempt has been made to look for relevant data elements beyond the MOD standards.

2. For many of the data elements, the question of whether or not the element will be made publicly available has not yet been proposed.   This is shown on the Table as TBD (to be determined).   It is the intent of the subcommittee that NERC will review the list to identify element s whose publication could jeopardize reliability or security of the Bulk Power System.  Similarly, a NAESB subcommittee will review the list to identify element s whose publication could compromise commercial sensitivity.  Any elements passing these three screens will be made publicly available.

Comments requested:
While industry representatives are welcome and encouraged to comment on any aspect of this list, the subcommittee is most interested at this time in insuring that the list is as complete as possible.  Therefore comments related to item no.  1 above are particularly welcome.  Such comments should identify any additional elements, beyond those specified in the current draft MOD standards and captured on the draft list, that have a role in the calculation of ATC and need to be considered for inclusion on the OASIS as a result of Order 890.  The next stage of development for the list will address whether or not there the data should be excluded from publication for one of the reasons noted above.  

Next Steps:

This list is not a standard and therefore would not normally be posted for formal comment.  In this case, following receipt of the informal comments, the list will be revised and considered by NERC and NAESB as discussed in item no. 2 above.  The list will then be posted, as background to the package of standards that will be forwarded to the Executive Committee for its meeting in Feb. 2008.  
