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RECOMMENDATION TO NAESB EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

                                       For Quadrant: 
WEQ

                                       Requesters: 
ESS/ITS/BPS Subcommittees



                                       Request No.: 
2008AP 2.b.ii.2
                                       Request Title:
Counterflows

1.  RECOMMENDED ACTION:
EFFECT OF EC VOTE TO ACCEPT RECOMMENDED ACTION:

  X  Accept as requested


      Change to Existing Practice

      Accept as modified below


      Status Quo

      Decline

2.  TYPE OF DEVELOPMENT/MAINTENANCE

Per Request:




Per Recommendation:
   X  Initiation




   X  Initiation 

      Modification




  _   Modification

      Interpretation



      Interpretation

      Withdrawal




      Withdrawal

      Principle 




      Principle 

      Definition 




      Definition 

      Business Practice Standard 


  X  Business Practice Standard 

      Document 




      Document 

      Data Element 



      Data Element

      Code Value 




      Code Value 

      X12 Implementation Guide


     _X12 Implementation Guide

      Business Process Documentation

      Business Process Documentation

3.  RECOMMENDATION

SUMMARY:


In FERC Order 890 under Docket numbers RM05-17 and RM05-25, the Commission made conclusions regarding accounting for counterflows in ATC calculations in paragraph 293. .  posting load forecast and actual peak load in paragraphs 413 and 416.  In FERC Order 890-A under Docket number RM05-17 and RM05-25 the Commission expanded on their requirements for posting load forecast under paragraph 43.  The following recommended Standards address these determinations.
Recommended Standards:
Modifications to WEQ-001 (New Requirements)
Business Practice Standards for Posting the Forecast and Actual Loads

NOTE: NAESB Staff will assign appropriate enumeration to this standard to replace “n” with next sequential standard number within WEQ-001
001-n
COUNTERFLOWS IN ATC CALCULATIONS 
The Transmission Provider or applicable RTO/ISO shall provide a methodology related to the inclusion of counterflows in their ATC calculations within their ATCID to be posted on OASIS.  The Transmission Provider shall separately address counterflows applied for Firm and Non-Firm transmission service in their ATCID.  The Counterflow methodology shall, at a minimum, address the following topics provided in the sub requirements listed below:

· How are counterflows addressed in the preschedule (West) and Day Ahead (East)

· How are counterflows addressed in the different planning horizons

· Criteria, calculations, and/or judgments that were inputs into establishing the Transmission Provider’s Counterflow methodology

· Frequency of review/Feedback loops where the amount of counterflows included in ATC calcultions is addressed.

· Sample calculation of a counterflow as related to the Transmission Provider’s ATC Methodology.

· Transmission Provider’s definition of counterflow (Or, need to define counterflow as it relates to specific methodology (MOD)).

· Def – An expected (scheduled or reservation) flow that is counter to the prevailing flow as defined by a Posted Path or flowgate definition.
4.  SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION
a.  Description of Request:

In the FERC Order 890 under Docket Nos. RM05-17-000 and RM05-25-000 dated February 16, 2007, the Commission made the following conclusions about the requirement for the posting of load forecasts and actual load:
Paragraph 293 - With regard to EPSA’s request for the standardization of additional data inputs, we believe they are already captured in the Commission’s proposal as adopted in this

Final Rule. Xcel asks the Commission to require consistency in the determination of

counterflows in the calculation of ATC. Counterflows are included in the list of assumptions that public utilities, working through NERC, are required to make consistent. We believe that counterflows, if treated inconsistently, can adversely affect reliability and competition, depending on how they are accounted for. Accordingly, we reiterate that public utilities, working through NERC and NAESB, are directed to develop an approach for accounting for counterflows, in the relevant ATC standards and business practices. We find unnecessary Xcel’s request that we require a date certain for specific issues in the Western Interconnection to be addressed. Above we require public utilities, working through NERC, to modify the ATC standards within 270 days after the publication of the Final Rule in the Federal Register.
In the FERC Order 890-A under Docket Nos. RM05-17-001, 002 and RM05-25-001, 002 dated December 28, 2007, the Commission made the following conclusions about this recommendation:
Paragraph 42 - The Commission also required further clarification regarding the calculation

algorithms for firm and non-firm ATC. The Commission directed public utilities, working through NERC, to modify related ATC standards by implementing the following principles: (1) for firm ATC calculations, the transmission provider shall account only for firm commitments; and (2) for non-firm ATC calculations, the transmission provider shall account for both firm and non-firm commitments, postbacks of redirected services, unscheduled service, and counterflows.
The following is the excerpt from Commission regulations related to the above determinations:
890 18 CFR 37.6 Paragraph (b)(2)(i), 2ii, ;  

2) Calculation methods, availability of information, and requests. (i) Information used to calculate any posting of ATC and TTC must be dated and time-stamped and all calculations shall be performed according to consistently applied methodologies referenced in the Transmission Provider's transmission tariff and shall be based on Commission-approved Reliability Standards as well as current industry practices, standards and criteria.

(ii) On request, the Responsible Party must make all data used to calculate ATC, TTC, CBM, and TRM for any constrained posted paths publicly available (including the limiting element(s) and the cause of the limit ( e.g. , thermal, voltage, stability), as well as load forecast assumptions) in electronic form within one week of the posting. The information is required to be provided only in the electronic format in which it was created, along with any necessary decoding instructions, at a cost limited to the cost of reproducing the material. This information is to be retained for six months after the applicable posting period.
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Business practice standards for accounting for counterflows.  These standards will be included in the ATC business practice standards (Paragraph 293 will require coordination with the NERC Order 890 reliability standards development).
b.  Description of Recommendation:

c.  Business Purpose:

Implementation of FERC Orders 890 and 890-A.
d. Commentary/Rationale of Subcommittee(s)/Task Force(s):

Please review the following Joint BPS and ESS/ITS ATC/AFC Subcommittee meeting minutes:

· March 10-13, 2008

Please review the Concept Document: http://www.naesb.org/pdf3/weq_atc_afc040708w1.doc
Please review the Motions Document:  http://www.naesb.org/pdf3/weq_atc_afc041608w2.doc
Please review the Parking Lot:  http://www.naesb.org/pdf3/weq_atc_afc041608w3.doc
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