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Draft Minutes from WEQ Seams Subcommittee Meeting – May 22, 2007
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August 2, 2007
Wholesale Electric Quadrant
Seams Subcommittee Conference Call
May 22, 2007 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. Central
Houston, Texas – Hosted by NAESB

Draft Minutes
1. Welcome & Administration
Mr. Schwermann welcomed the meeting participants and asked the attendees to introduce themselves.  Ms. Kennedy read the antitrust guidelines.  The subcommittee reviewed the draft minutes from the February 7, 2007 meeting.  Ms. Lauderdale moved, seconded by Ms. Perlman, to adopt the minutes as drafted.  The motion passed unanimously.  The final minutes from the February 7, 2007 meeting are posted on the NAESB website:  http://naesb.org/pdf2/weq_seams020707fm.doc.
Ms. Moore-Darrah stated that the Seams Matrix posted an attachment to the minutes for the February 2, 2007 meeting should be revised to reflect the correct date.  Ms. Kennedy stated that she would make the revision.  The revised document has been re-posted on the NAESB website:  Seams Matrix Updated 2/7/07.
2. Review Order 890 Paragraph1377 “…to develop business practice standards related to coordination of requests across multiple transmission systems.”
The Seams Subcommittee reviewed Order 890, Paragraph 1377 which states:  “The Commission agrees that transmission requests across multiple transmission systems should be coordinated by the relevant transmission providers.  We will not, however, amend the pro forma OATT to require such coordination.  Rather, we require transmission providers working through NAESB to develop business practice standards related to coordination of requests across multiple transmission systems.  In order to provide guidance to NAESB, we will articulate the principles that should govern processing across multiple systems.  All the transmission providers involved in a request across multiple systems should consider a request that requires studies across multiple systems to be a single application for purposes of establishing the deadlines for rendering an agreement for service, revising queue status, eliciting deposits and commencing service.  In order to preserve the rights of other transmission customers with studies in the queue, the priority for the single application should be based on the latest priority across the transmission providers involved in the multiple system request.  We note that regional entities like wesTTrans are already coordinating requests across multiple transmission systems and we believe such coordination is an acceptable solution to this issue.”
Mr. Balu moved, seconded by Ms. Perlman, that Paragraph 1377 of Order 890 is the only Seams Issue to come out of Order 890 requested to be addressed by NAESB.  The Seams Subcommittee believes that this item is best suited to be addressed by the WEQ ESS/ITS.
The motion passed without objection.

3. Review Responses to Industry Letters

Next, the subcommittee reviewed the only letter received in response to the industry letters Mr. Schwermann distributed on behalf of the Seams Subcommittee, the letter submitted by Ms. Lauderdale on behalf of Edison Electric Institute posted as a work paper for this meeting:  Work Paper Submitted by EEI.

Mr. Schwermann stated that based on the response from EEI and the lack of response from the other industry organizations to which letters were distributed, WECC, APPA, IRC, and WSPP, that it seems that the industry does not believe that the Seams issues the Seams Subcommittee identified as issues that may be ripe for standards development should be addressed at this time by NAESB and the items noted on the Seams Matrix as items for which Action May Be Required should be removed from that section of the matrix.

Mr. Balu stated that he agreed that action is not needed at this time by NAESB as other organizations have identified and worked on Seams issues, especially the ISOs and RTOs.
After further discussion, Mr. Skiba moved, seconded by Mr. Balu, that the NAESB Seams Subcommittee feels that due to lack of response from the industry that the items under the “Action May Be Required” heading in the February 7, 2007 Seams Matrix need no further action unless Requests for Standards Development are submitted.

There was no opposition to this motion.  The motion passed unanimously.
4. Review NAESB Annual Plan – Items 4.a & 4.b
Next, the subcommittee reviewed the WEQ 2007 Annual Plan Items 4.a and 4.b to determine if additional efforts were needed on behalf of the Seams Subcommittee.  WEQ 2007 Annual Plan Item 4.a states “Review and evaluate entries in existing Seams Catalog and identify possible business practices development” and WEQ 2007 Annual Plan Item 4.b states “Develop business practice standards as identified from the review of the seams catalog.”.  

Mr. Schwermann proposed that he update the WEQ Executive Committee that these two items are Complete and no further action is needed by the subcommittee at this time.  Mr. Skiba supported Mr. Schwermann’s suggestion and added that the only reason the Seams Subcommittee should reconvene would be if a Request is triaged to the Seams Subcommittee.

Mr. Schwermann will provide an update to the WEQ Executive Committee and will provide an updated Seams Matrix, if requested.

Mr. Balu moved, seconded by Ms. Perlman, that the Seams Subcommittee feels no need to continue to meet regularly until such time as a Request for Standards Development is assigned to the Seams Subcommittee by the WEQ Executive Committee and the Triage Subcommittee.  The Seams Subcommittee recommends that it be put on an inactive status.  The motion passed without objection.
5. Other Business/Next Steps
No Other Business was discussed.
6. Adjourn
Ms. Perlman moved to adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 2:52 PM Central.
7. Attendance

	Name
	Organization

	Chris Advena 
	PJM

	Brenda Anderson
	BPA

	Neal Balu
	WPS Resources

	John Gdowik
	PJM

	Bill Heinrich
	New York Public Service Commission

	Laura Kennedy
	NAESB

	Melissa Lauderdale
	EEI

	Rebecca Moore-Darrah
	MISO

	Stephanie Monzon
	PJM

	Marjorie Perlman
	Energy East

	Bob Schwermann
	SMUD

	Ed Skiba
	Midwest ISO

	Paul Sorenson
	OATI
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