Excerpt from WEQ EC Minutes from May 9th Meeting in Washington D.C.

3.
Consideration of Recommendations for Standards, Comments Submitted, and Vote

Recommendation WEQ 2006 Annual Plan Item 3(c)(i) – Development of business practice for Standards of Conduct link on OASIS page:  Ms. York stated that the Business Practices Subcommittee (BPS) met several times to draft the recommendation for WEQ Annual Plan Item 3(c)(i).  (The original recommendation is included in the Executive Committee materials under Tab 7, beginning on page 177).  She stated that the BPS forwarded its recommendation to the WEQ ESS/ITS and requested their comments on the draft recommendation because there will need to be modifications to the Standards & Communication Protocols to implement the standards drafted in the recommendation.  The ESS/ITS submitted comments on the recommendation (included under Tab 7, page 180 of the Executive Committee materials) that the Standards of Conduct link “should be required to be on the provider’s OASIS home page at the S & CP mandated URL. Standards of Conduct link should be required to present the list of links to the topics enumerated in the recommendation. Enumerated topics should be required, appear as titled, ordered as presented in the recommendation and be linked to that information. If no information for a topic is available or applicable, a page with a statement to that effect should be required.”  

Ms. York stated that Bonneville Power Administration, Puget Sound Energy, and Salt River Project also submitted comments.  (These comments were included in the Executive Committee materials under Tab 7, beginning on page 181).

The WEQ BPS met on April 25, 2006 to review and address the comments submitted on the recommendation.  The BPS drafted a revised recommendation in redline format and submitted it in the form of comments on the original recommendation.  The revised recommendation was posted as supplemental Executive Committee materials: http://www.naesb.org/pdf2/weq_ec050906sm1.doc.
Mr. Norris asked whether the recommendation was comparable with the Standards of Conduct for the Wholesale Gas Quadrant (WGQ), as requested by the FERC in Paragraph 47 of NOPR RM05-5.  Ms. York stated that Ms. Van Pelt, co-chair of the WGQ Business Practices Subcommittee, attended a WEQ BPS meeting to provide guidance in the drafting of the standards as to what was done in the WGQ.

Mr. Dison asked whether the items proposed to be included on the OASIS page would be required to be outside of authentication.  Mr. Dison added that on OASIS some items require authentication, while others are publicly available.  Mr. Dison also noted that some of the items have a Standards and Communication Protocols template, while others do not have a template.  Ms. Crockett noted that the WGQ Standards of Conduct items are all publicly available.

Mr. Cobb stated that though Salt River Project supports the development of a Standards of Conduct link on the OASIS, it is concerned with the inclusion of items in the standard that are not part of the regulations, such as Chief Compliance Officer.  Mr. Cobb stated that the Standards of Conduct should include only the items required in the FERC regulations.

Mr. Dison stated that the terms used as links should be further defined and that references to the specific regulations that requires the particular item should be included in the documentation of this standard i.e., the recommendation.  Mr. Dison stated that if the BPS decides to include items that are not specifically listed in the regulations the BPS should include a justification for the inclusion of that particular item in the recommendation.

Mr. Dison moved, seconded by Mr. Cobb, to remand the Recommendation WEQ 2006 Annual Plan Item 3(c)(i) – Development of business practice for Standards of Conduct link on OASIS page to the WEQ BPS for three purposes:  (1) to include in the recommendation documentation/references to the regulation; (2) to include in the recommendation documentation of existing OASIS Standards and Communication Protocols templates, if they exist; and (3) to provide in the recommendation justification for additions that are not required by the regulation.

Mr. Oberski proposed an amendment to the motion to also identify which items will be publicly available and which items will require authentication.  Mr. Dison and Mr. Cobb supported this amendment to their motion.  The motion unanimously passed a simple majority vote.  [Vote 1].

