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Budget Billing and Payment Plans
Excerpt from PECO Energy Electric Generation Supplier Tariff (eff. April 2004):

In Pennsylvania, the EDCs are required to offer a method by which the Supplier can offer budget billing to its customers.

12. Budget Billing. PECO Energy will provide a budget billing option for EDC and EGS charges. The following process will apply: 

• EGS transmits its CURRENT charges to PECO Energy 

• PECO Energy calculates total BUDGET charges and places them on the PECO bill 

• PECO Energy sends budget bill to customer 

• PECO Energy pays EGS within 25-calendar days for residential rate classes and 20-calendar days for non-residential rate classes for CURRENT charges 

• Customer pays PECO Energy for BUDGET charges 

General Rules for Budget Billing: 

• Under EDC consolidated billing, PECO Energy will calculate the budget bill for the PECO Energy and EGS charges using PECO budgeting protocol. 

• PECO reconciliation occurs in month 12 (not necessarily December), or immediately when a customer ends budget billing. 

• All rates classes can use the EDC Budget Billing. 

• PECO Energy will provide information of a customer’s budget status to an EGS when confirming a customer switch. 

• An EGS can notify PECO Energy electronically, after receiving customer permission, to change or end the EDC budget billing option. 

• The customer will stay on PECO Energy budget billing if no indication is made by the EGS at the time of the customer switch. 

• PECO Energy must display actual, budget and budget balance on the bill. 

Maine PUC Regulations, 
Chapter 322:
METERING, BILLING, COLLECTIONS, AND ENROLLMENT INTERACTIONS AMONG TRANSMISSION AND DISTRIBUTION UTILITIES AND COMPETITIVE ELECTRICITY PROVIDERS
§ 6
COLLECTIONS AND PAYMENTS


A.
Collections under Provider Billing



The transmission and distribution utility shall collect payments for its issued bills and a competitive electricity provider shall collect payments for its issued bills.


B.
Collections under Consolidated Utility Billing



1.
Except as provided under Section 3(E), the transmission and distribution utility shall collect all bill payments it issued under a consolidated utility billing contract with a competitive electricity provider.



2.
Within 5 business days of recording a customer's payment, the transmission and distribution utility shall transfer to a competitive electricity provider funds equal to the portion of the provider's customers' payments that are allocated to the competitive electricity provider pursuant to Section 6(C) of this Chapter.


C.
Allocation of Partial Payments under Consolidated Utility Billing



1.
When a customer’s payment is less than the total amount of the customer’s bill, the partial payment shall be allocated in the following order:




a.
Past due transmission and distribution and standard offer charges with the oldest charge paid first. When transmission and distribution charges and standard offer charges are of the same age, the transmission and distribution charge shall be paid first.




b.
Past due competitive electricity provider charges with the oldest charge paid first.




c.
Current transmission and distribution charges.




d.
Current standard offer charges.




e.
Current competitive electricity provider charges.



2.
Notwithstanding subsection C(1), when a Special or Regular Payment Arrangement or Budget Payment Plan is in effect on an account, payment shall be allocated first to the amount due under the arrangement or plan and then to the competitive electricity provider charges, with the oldest competitive electricity charges paid first.

Massachusetts EDI document:
Segment:  
REF Reference Identification (Current Budget Billing Status)


Position:
030


Loop:
LIN        Optional (Must Use)


Level:
Detail


Usage:
Optional (Dependent)


Max Use:
1


Purpose:
To specify identifying information


Syntax Notes:
1
At least one of REF02 or REF03 is required.



2
If either C04003 or C04004 is present, then the other is required.



3
If either C04005 or C04006 is present, then the other is required.


Semantic Notes:
1
REF04 contains data relating to the value cited in REF02.


Comments:
	Notes:
	
	Enrollment Request:                  Conditional  

Enrollment Accept Response:   Conditional  

Other Requests/Responses:       Not Used

This segment must be sent in Enrollment Request transactions except those sent to RG&E (Single Retailer) when the ESCO/Marketer expects the customer being enrolled to be on budget billing for the E/M charges.  Must be present in an Enrollment Accept Response transaction when the customer being enrolled is on budget billing for the Utility charges.  



	
	
	REF~NR~Y


Data Element Summary


Ref.
Data



Des.
Element
Name
Attributes
	Mand.
	REF01
	128
	Reference Identification Qualifier
	M
	
	ID 2/3

	 
	NR
	
	Progress Payment Number

	
	The enrolling customer is on budget billing.

	Must Use
	REF02
	127
	Reference Identification
	X
	
	AN 1/30

	 
	Y
	
	The enrolling customer is, or will be, on budget billing. 

	
	On an Enrollment Request, this segment indicates the enrolling customer will be on budget billing for the E/M charges.

On an Accept Response, this segment indicates the customer being enrolled is currently on budget billing for Utility charges. 


