 

Southern Company Transmission has the following general comments to submit regarding the Energy Market Product Definitions (Group 3) and the Transmission Market Definitions and Priorities (Group 1A) issues.
 

 

Energy Market Product Definitions
Seams Comments - Group 3
· Concern that this standard is only addressing products that are currently being used in the West.  An industry standard should address all product types. 

· It seems like the Open Access Transmission Tariff (OATT) adequately defines these.  We would not want to be proponents of establishing potentially conflicting requirements at NAESB. 

· Given the numerous market structures around the country, we think it would be difficult to reach the level of specificity desired in this standard. 

· It isn't clear whether these standardized products are intended to be a subset of all allowable energy transactions, or all-encompassing in nature.  If the latter, then it might tend to stifle creation of improved products in developing markets.
 

Transmission Market Definitions and Priorities
Seams Comments - Group 1A
· Local tariff rules will need to be considered in the drafting phase of this standard.  The resultant standard will need to also consider any FERC exceptions. 

· Seams Issue #4 (definition and treatment of Firm/Non-Firm transmission) and Seams Issue #103 (scheduling confusion and uncertainty) could be eliminated if all Transmission Providers adopted FERC's pro-forma tariff.  With the FERC's long-standing philosophy of granting waivers, exceptions, etc. on a case-by-case basis, the result has been the emergence of these seams.  Any standards proposal should clearly identify the potential cost versus the potential benefits.
 

Regards,
 

Jim Busbin
Power Coordination Center
Bulk Power Operations
Southern Company
