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NORTH AMERICAN ENERGY STANDARDS BOARD

WEQ ESS Oasis II Task Force Meeting
May 25, 2004, 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Eastern
1. Administrative

Mr. Rodriquez called the meeting to order.  Mr. Oncken gave the antitrust advice.  Participants introduced themselves.  

The draft agenda was reviewed.  A discussion of the matrix prepared by Mr. Singh was added as new item 5.  Mr. Singh moved, seconded by Mr. Seymour, to adopt the revised agenda.  The motion passed unanimously.  

The draft minutes from March 19, 2004, April 15, 2004, April 22, 2004, and May 13, 2004 were reviewed.  No comments or modifications were offered.  Mr. Hudson moved, seconded by Mr. Tippitt, to accept all four sets of minutes as drafted.  The motion passed unanimously.
2. Finalize OASIS II Scope


Mr. Rodriquez reviewed the OASIS II Scope by section.  A redline of the OASIS II Scope showing the modifications is attached.  During discussion of item 8, the exchange of settlements and billing data, it was noted that the Wholesale Gas Quadrant (WGQ) has similar standards.  Participants had differing views on the item, with Mr. Simonelli stating that most settlement interfaces have been customized based on market requirements so standardization would be difficult and of little value.  However, Ms. Rehman stated the item was included because marketers wanted consistency and disclosure in billing.  Ms. McQuade added that was a driving factor behind the WGQ standards.  Mr. Hudson stated that standardization of the energy amount delivered would provide value.  Mr. Dison added that OASIS data provided in a usable and easily reconcilable format could simplify the monthly invoicing process.  Mr. Rodriquez noted that including this item in the OASIS Scope did not presuppose a resolution, but provided a forum for discussion of the issue.  
Additionally, there was focused discussion on the last paragraph regarding how to address discrepancies between market designs.  The original language indicated that if differences in market design were unworkable, guidance on mitigation of those differences could be provided.  Mr. Simoneli stated that the market participants were firm with there market designs and would not give them up.  After discussion the original language was deleted and additional modifications were made to state clearly the OASIS 2 task force would be developing standards with flexibility in mind, and implementation of those standards would be independent of the standards. 

Ms. Rehman moved, seconded by Mr. Singh, to adopt the modified OASIS II Scope as final.  The motion passed unanimously.  

3. Finalize OASIS II Vision 
The OASIS II Vision was reviewed by section.  Mr. Singh noted that the OASIS II Vision was posted for subcommittee comment and comments received were incorporated into the document where appropriate.  Numerous modifications were made to the OASIS II Vision during the meeting, including reformatting the document and adding a revision history to be consistent with the formatting of the OASIS II Scope.  A redline of the OASIS II Vision showing the modifications is attached.  
Participants discussed how market participants could be assured that OASIS II standards were implemented correctly and consistently.  It was noted that implementation, or lack thereof, was a chief concern with OASIS 1A.  Ms. McQuade generally reviewed the WGQ Certification Program, where individual software solutions are evaluated by independent organizations to determine whether they are compliant with pertinent WGQ standards.  Ms. McQuade noted that the WGQ Electronic Delivery Mechanism (EDM) Subcommittee, the WGQ’s technical implementations group, played an active role in developing the certification criteria.  It was noted that while there were implementations that were not compliant with the standards, market pressures encourage vendors to complete the certification process.  Mr. Dison stated this item was very important and should be discussed by the larger group at the ESS and ITS meeting.  Participants agreed a certification program for the OASIS II standards would be appropriate.  It was decided to take a fairly strong stance in the document and propose that an implementation be certified as compliant with the OASIS II standards before it could register as an OASIS II system.   
There was also extensive discussion on how the OASIS II standards would be implemented in a cost-effective manner.  As drafted, the vision proposed that in regions that are not restructuring, OASIS 1A functionality might not be significantly affected.  Mr. Singh noted that the language was added as a result of written comments received on the document.  Mr. Hudson expressed concern that the statement would result in an expectation that was not correct, since OASIS II, as contemplated, is a significant change.  Mr. Dison suggested that for areas that are not restructuring, OASIS II could be OASIS 1A with the addition of some key functionality.  It was noted that this is a fundamental decision the task force will soon reach, especially with the differing interpretations of the ‘one-stop-shop’ mandate in the NOPR.  Mr. Dison stated there are two current views of the concept:  an integrated interface created by a vendor that allows access to all OASIS nodes vs. the ability to access another OASIS node via the user’s current node.  While task force members generally thought the first option was more appropriate, it was determined that this was not an issue that should be decided during the scope and vision process.  
Mr. Sorenson moved, seconded by Mr. Singh, to adopt the modified OASIS II Vision as final.  The motion passed unanimously.  
The OASIS II Vision and OASIS II Scope will be posted for industry comment (Level 3) and any comments received will be reviewed at the next OASIS II conference call.  The cover letter of the comments request will indicate the status of the documents and the future actions to be taken.  It is anticipated that a press release will be issued after the OASIS II Vision and OASIS II Scope are completed in July. 
4. Continue discussion on Use Case groupings
This item was not discussed.
5. Discussion of the matrix prepared by Mr. Singh
This item was not discussed.
6. Discuss formation of joint OASIS II Implementation Task Force

Participants agreed the scoping project was coming to completion and it was appropriate to form the joint OASIS II Implementation Task Force at the May 26, 2004 ESS/ITS meeting.  
7. Other Business
Ms. McQuade notified the task force that webcasting would be available for conference calls or in person meetings in Houston, TX, effective July 1, 2004.  She noted NAESB leadership would be informed about any usage guidelines prior to the effective date.  
The NAESB Office will prepare a document for posting that will contain the following information:  descriptions of the levels of comments; exploder usage principles; exploder Terms of Service; and file naming conventions.  It was noted that all of the information is currently available on the website in separate postings.    

8. Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 5:10 p.m. Eastern.
9. Attendees

	Name
	Organization
	Comments

	Dan Baisden
	Southern Company
	In Person

	John Calder
	Dominion
	Phone

	Joel Dison
	Southern Company
	In Person

	Jim Hansen
	Seattle City Light
	Phone

	Marcel Harvey
	Transenergie
	In Person

	Jim Hudson
	Bonneville Power Admin
	In Person

	Rich Johnson
	Areva
	Phone

	Rae McQuade
	NAESB
	In Person

	Cheryl Mendrala
	ISO New England
	In Person

	Marilyn Morgan
	Tri-State G&T
	In Person

	Todd Oncken
	NAESB
	In Person

	Barbara Rehman
	Bonneville Power Admin
	In Person

	Andy Rodriquez
	PJM
	In Person

	Narinder Saini
	Entergy
	Phone

	Gordon Scott
	NERC
	Phone

	Cesar Seymour
	Tractebel Energy
	In Person

	John Simonelli
	ISO New England
	In Person

	Jagjit Singh
	Salt River Project
	In Person

	Paul Sorenson
	OATI
	In Person

	Kalim Tippitt
	Structure Group
	In Person

	Wendy Weathers
	Salt River Project
	In Person

	Eric Williams
	Exelon
	In Person

	J. T. Wood
	Southern Company
	In Person
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