Appendix 9C3
ERCOT Operating Guide III, Operation To Maintain Transmission System Security

[ERCOT Operating Guides: http://www.ercot.com/eguides.htm ]

Control Area Operators are responsible for operating their systems within first contingency transfer limits so that there is no overload of any significant transmission element whose loss could jeopardize the reliability of the interconnection.  “First contingency” criteria are specified in Operating Guide V.

The ISO can order the following actions when the above criteria is not met if such actions assists the Control Areas in meeting their responsibilities:

1.
Significant Transmission Overload – The ISO can order curtailment of power transfers, switching of transmission elements or load interruption to relieve a severely overloaded transmission element.  The ISO can order a severely overloaded transmission element whose loss would not have a significant impact on the reliability of ERCOT transmission system switched out to increase interconnected system transfers when such transfers are needed to maintain system reliability.

2.
Violation of “First Contingency” Criteria – The ISO can order redispatch if necessary to eliminate a “first contingency” criteria violation.

3.
Violation of Voltage/Reactive Criteria – The ISO can order a redispatch if coordinated voltage and reactive power criteria that are considered critical to interconnection reliability for the existing or first contingency conditions are violated.
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